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 1   (5:30 p.m.) 
 
 2             MR. MacALLISTER:  Good evening.  My name is 
 
 3   Bruce MacAllister.  Welcome.  This is the firs t 
 
  4   public hearing for the Draft Supplemental 
 
 5   Environmental Impact Statement for the Los Ala mos 
 
 6   National Laboratory Chemistry Metallurgy Resea rch 
 
 7   Replacement building, the nuclear facility por tion. 
 
  8   Pardon me, I've grown up in Colorado, and we often 
 
 9   say nuclear.  So if I stumble, you'll know tha t I 
 
 10   know better. 
 
 11             My name is Bruce MacAllister.  I'm the 
 
 12   senior principal at a firm called Business Ex cellence 
 
 13   Solutions.  This firm and myself do community  meeting 
 
 14   facilitations.  We're all conflict resolution  
 
 15   specialists and organizational excellence 
 
 16   consultants.  We work with a variety of 
 
 17   organizations, large and small, to resolve co nflict, 
 
 18   and to help optimize efficiencies in those 
 
 19   organizations. 
 
 20             It's my pleasure to welcome you her e 
 
 21   tonight. My role for the meeting tonight will  be to 
 
 22   be your facilitator and moderator, insofar as  I will 
 
 23   be conducting the flow of the meeting. 
 
 24             I'm going to go through carefully s ome 
 
 25   ground rules.  And typically I work a little more 
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 1   informally on the ground rules, but because we 're 
 
 2   doing four officially recorded meetings, it's 
 
 3 important that the ground rules are consistent 
 
 4   meeting to meeting. 
 
 5             So I will work through these with yo u, so 
 
 6   that the understandings for tonight, the expec tations 
 
 7   and understandings for tonight's meeting are c lear to 
 
 8   you all. 
 
 9             And remember, if you care to speak a t 
 
 10   tonight's meeting, at the mike for recording now, 
 
 11   please fill in a card at the registration tab le, and 
 
  12   we will be taking those comments in order on ce 
 
 13   received after we hear from any  elected offi cials, 
 
 14   and I'll go through that in more detail in ju st a 
 
 15   minute. 
 
 16             The order of the meeting will be, I 'll go 
 
 17   through the ground rules.  We're going to hav e a 
 
 18   brief presentation by Mr. Tegtmeier, who's th e public 
 
 19   document manager for the program.  Then we wi ll have 
 
 20   comments through the duration of the meeting.  
 
 21             The comments initially will be limi ted to 
 
 22   five minutes a person; however, if you feel l ike you 
 
 23   need to make another comment, if there's suff icient 
 
 24   time after we cycle through the first round o f 
 
 25   comments, you are more than welcome to make a nother 
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 1   comment. 
 
 2             Let me remind you that there are a v ariety 
 
 3   of options available to you for completing or 
 
 4   providing comments on the program.  There are 
 
 5   computer stations in the back corner there.  T here's 
 
 6   a kiosk of facilities for taking your comments  
 
 7   electronically.  You can fax comments.  The fa x 
 
 8   number will be available.  There's a poster th at 
 
 9   describes all of the different ways that you c an make 
 
 10   your comments.  And there's a second court re porter 
 
 11   back there for verbal comments. 
 
 12             So there's a multitude of ways that  you can 
 
 13   get your comments in the official record, bes ides 
 
 14   speaking here at the mike. 
 
 15  We will be first asking for comments from 
 
 16   federal elected officials, followed by state,  county, 
 
 17   municipal, and tribal governments, in that or der. 
 
 18   And then we will be taking your comments base d on the 
 
 19   order in which you registered. 
 
 20             Based on the number of participants  here 
 
 21   tonight, it looks like we will be able to all ot for 
 
 22   the initial round of comments five minutes pe r 
 
 23   comment.  So I will be giving you a little bi t of a 
 
 24   heads-up at about 30 seconds towards the end of your 
 
 25   comment, and then I'll ask you to yield the m ike at 
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 1   the conclusion of your five minutes, if you ne ed the 
 
 2   full five minutes. 
 
 3             Again, I've mentioned the poster ses sion. 
 
 4   Folks will continue to be available back there . 
 
 5  The focus of the hearing tonight is to 
 
 6   receive comments.  That it's not to engage in debate 
 
 7   with one another.  It is not to engage in deba te with 
 
 8   subject matter experts.  We are here to answer  
 
 9 technical questions, not to justify national pol icy 
 
 10   or to defend decisions that are made at highe r levels 
 
 11   in the nation, either by Congress or by senio r 
 
 12   administration officials. 
 
 13             So, I would ask you, if at all poss ible, to 
 
 14   keep your comments focused.  You are certainl y free 
 
 15   to make any comments you wish, but the commen ts that 
 
 16   are most useful for us tonight will be focuse d on the 
 
 17 Environmental Impact Statement for the facility , as I 
 
 18   mentioned. 
 
 19             Any discussions that go on in the b ack of 
 
 20   the room with the subject matter experts are not a 
 
 21   matter of the official record.  The official record 
 
 22   will either involve the comments that were re ceived 
 
 23   at the kiosk, or they are comments that were received 
 
 24   at the mike. 
 
 25             If we run out of time tonight, for any 
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 1   reason, there are three other meetings schedul ed. 
 
 2   There is a handout in the poster area that des cribes 
 
 3   the meeting locations, one in Espanola, one in  
 
 4   Santa Fe, and one in Los Alamos. 
 
 5             And the comment session -- the comme nt 
 
 6   period for this Supplemental Environmental Imp act 
 
 7   Statement runs through June 28th.  So, there i s ample 
 
 8   time to make those comments. 
 
 9             As far as actually conducting our co nduct 
 
 10   in the meeting tonight, a couple of ground ru les, 
 
 11   please wait until I invite you to the mike.  I will 
 
 12   be inviting one person and letting another pe rson 
 
 13   know that they're next, so that they can be p repared 
 
 14   to come up, so we have minimal lag time betwe en the 
 
 15   comments. 
 
 16             And because we're transcribing thes e 
 
 17   comments, it's very important that the audien ce 
 
 18   remain civil and quiet, so that we can get th e 
 
 19   comment recorded.  One comment at a time with out 
 
 20   interruption, please.  Please identify yourse lf 
 
 21   before speaking.  Please abide by the time li mits. 
 
 22   If we start getting close to your time, I wil l ask 
 
 23   you to yield the mike, and if we have time, I  will -- 
 
 24   we will make accommodation for you to make a second 
 
 25   statement. 
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 1             And as a final reminder, please, let 's 
 
 2   remember that this is a public hearing, that w hat 
 
 3   we're here to do is model civil dialogue.  We' re here 
 
 4   to model interpersonal civility and mutual res pect. 
 
 5   And in that vein, let's keep our language appr opriate 
 
 6   for a publicly-recorded meeting. 
 
 7             And, finally, let's make sure that o ur cell 
 
 8   phones and anything else that might make intru sive 
 
 9   noise while others are commenting are silenced . 
 
 10             And without further ado, I'd like t o 
 
 11   introduce the document manager for the projec t, John 
 
 12   Tegtmeier. 
 
 13             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  Good evening.  Welcome 
 
 14   everyone, and I appreciate everyone's attenda nce. 
 
 15   This is very important to us, these public he arings, 
 
 16   and the entire process for receiving comments  on the 
 
 17   draft document, important role. 
 
 18             In one of the -- the two areas that  is my 
 
 19   prime responsibility as document manager; num ber one, 
 
 20   is to manage the preparation of the document,  and 
 
 21   meet all of NEPA requirements and procedural 
 
 22   requirements required by law.  But I believe my most 
 
 23   important is to encourage and facilitate publ ic 
 
 24   interaction in the process.  And for that, I really 
 
 25   appreciate everyone coming this evening.  And  I take 
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  1   that second role very seriously in fulfilling  my 
 
 2   duties. 
 
 3             I wanted to give just a very brief 
 
 4   background of the NEPA history, the National 
 
 5   Environmental Policy Act history on this proje ct, and 
 
 6   then talk a little bit about what you might se e in 
 
 7   the document, and then lead you to the end of the 
 
 8   comment period. 
 
 9             Back in 2003, we did an Environmenta l 
 
 10   Impact Statement for this facility, the CMRR 
 
 11   facility.  That was issued in November of 200 3. 
 
 12             In early 2004, the NNSA issued a re cord of 
 
 13   decision that decided upon, based on the 
 
 14   environmental assessment, environmental analy sis of 
 
 15   the various alternatives, they selected a pre ferred 
 
 16   alternative, which is a two-building concept at 
 
 17   TA-55, and that's adjacent to the current fac ility. 
 
 18  So the first building is actually 
 
 19   completed.  There's some information on the p osters 
 
 20   back there.  That's the radiological laborato ry 
 
 21   facility office building, that's being outfit ted 
 
 22   right now.  So these people will be moving in to the 
 
 23   facility very shortly.  And the second buildi ng is 
 
 24   currently in design. 
 
 25             And Bruce mentioned to us the nucle ar 
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 1   facility portions.  That will be the second bu ilding. 
 
 2             Since the time that we prepared the 
 
 3   Environmental Impact Statement and the Departm ent 
 
 4   issued the record decision, we did some additi onal 
 
 5   geological mapping at the site, and there's so me 
 
 6   photographs on the poster down there, at the p oster 
 
 7   sessions, where they basically looked at fract ure 
 
 8   mapping in the exposed face of the tuff there at the 
 
 9   side. 
 
 10             They also did bore hole drilling, a nd they 
 
 11   determined the presence of a layer that's at some 
 
 12   depth beneath the proposed facility location.  
 
 13             In addition to that, they did an up date to 
 
 14   the seismic study of the conditions at Los Al amos 
 
 15   National Laboratory, specific in there to TA5 5 where 
 
 16   the plutonium facility's located, and Technic al Area 
 
 17   3, the main technical area of the laboratory.   And 
 
 18   that resulted in an increase in the horizonta l ground 
 
 19   motions and vertical ground motions associate d with 
 
 20   earthquakes at various return periods. 
 
 21             So, that was new information availa ble to 
 
 22   the designers and to the Department, and as p art of 
 
 23   the NEPA process is to periodically review ne w 
 
 24   information that's available. And based on th at, the 
 
 25   Laboratory prepared a supplement analysis and  
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 1   submitted that to our office, at Los Alamos Si te 
 
 2   Office in the middle of the summer. 
 
 3             And, in part, based on that, the NNS A 
 
 4   decided to go ahead and prepare a Supplemental  
 
 5   Environmental Impact Statement for the project .  And 
 
 6   that decision was made, like I said, in the la te 
 
 7   summer. 
 
 8             So we set up a series of scoping mee tings. 
 
 9   We had two scoping meetings; one in Los Alamos , one 
 
 10   in Pojoaque, in early October of last year. 
 
 11  The Notice of Intent to prepare the 
 
 12   Supplemental EIS was issued in the Federal Re gister 
 
 13   on October 1st.  So, the comment period exten ded 
 
 14   through the middle of November.  We got some very 
 
 15   good scoping input. 
 
 16             So, the document that is before us now, the 
 
 17   Draft Supplemental EIS, is a culmination of t he work 
 
 18   since essentially October 1, and that's refle cted in 
 
 19   the document. 
 
  20             Now, as part of the analysis -- we  had to 
 
 21   look at some new analyses.  There's some new 
 
 22   requirements to look at various things, like 
 
 23   greenhouse gas emissions from various operati ons, 
 
 24   both construction and operations of the facil ities. 
 
 25   And we also had to do an intentional destruct ive act 
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 1   analysis, potential consequences of a terroris t 
 
 2   attack, or something of that nature. 
 
 3             And also wanted to do a specific 
 
 4   transportation analysis of the demolition wast e from 
 
 5   the existing chemistry-metallurgy replacement,  I 
 
  6   mean, CMR research Building at Los Alamos. 
 
 7             And we also updated analyses in area s of -- 
 
 8   obviously, the construction impacts, because t o meet 
 
 9   the new requirements for seismic and geologica l 
 
  10   features at the site, we had to beef up the 
 
 11   structural strength, and do some other nuclea r safety 
 
 12   type enhancements to the design. 
 
 13             We've also updated the operations i mpacts, 
 
 14   not only for the proposed project, but since we're 
 
 15   going to be in the CMR Building for a longer period 
 
 16   of time, we also updated the environmental im pacts of 
 
 17   operations of that facility, as well as the R LUOB 
 
  18   facility, which is complete, and will be in operation 
 
 19   shortly. 
 
 20             We also updated the accident analys es for 
 
 21   both the existing CMR Building and the new pr oposed 
 
 22   facility. 
 
 23             And we also updated the human healt h 
 
 24   impacts due to operations. 
 
 25             There were some changes in the way the 
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 1   modeling is done.  And we also incorporated th e stuff 
 
 2   we could, the latest census data.  That isn't all in 
 
 3   yet, but we took the information most current at the 
 
 4   time. 
 
 5             Now, the alternatives that we have 
 
 6   currently in the draft EIS is to construct and  
 
 7   operate the nuclear facility portion as we sel ected 
 
 8   2004 record of discussion. 
 
 9             So, that's in our no-action alternat ive, in 
 
  10   the context of we would not change past deci sions 
 
 11   made in NEPA.  So that's why it's the no-acti on 
 
 12   alternative. 
 
 13             We also looked at the modified CMRR  Nuclear 
 
 14   Facility alternative.  And that was originall y 
 
 15   started with just one construction option, an d that 
 
 16   was the deep excavation option, which would i nvolve 
 
 17   going down into that layer of volcanic tuff t hat was 
 
 18   not structurally as strong as we believed it needed 
 
 19   to be.  But in the course of looking into tha t 
 
 20   further, we also identified a shallow excavat ion 
 
 21   option.  It would be the same facility locate d on the 
 
 22   same footprint, but raised higher up in the g eologic 
 
 23   strata, so as to not require the digging out and 
 
 24   refilling that additional excavation with cle an 
 
 25   concrete. 
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 1             Then the last alternative is the con tinued 
 
 2   use of the CMR Building alternative, which is 
 
 3   basically a no construction option alternative .  And 
 
 4   we would continue to perform the limited capab ilities 
 
 5   in the existing building for as long as we cou ld 
 
 6   without major upgrades. 
 
 7             So those are all action alternatives  and 
 
 8   the no-action alternative. 
 
 9  We posted the Draft Supplemental EIS on our 
 
 10   NNSA web page on April 22nd of this year.  An d that 
 
 11   was followed a week later by the EPA publishi ng and 
 
 12   giving a Notice of Availability of the draft document 
 
  13   to give public comment on April 29. 
 
 14             And at that time, the comment perio d was a 
 
 15   45-day comment period.  And subsequent to, th at based 
 
 16   on some requests, the NNSA decided to extend that 
 
  17   comment period by 15 days, and that decision  was made 
 
 18   on May 6th, and that information was posted a nd 
 
 19   distributed to various media, and now the pub lic 
 
 20   comment period that Bruce mentioned, up to Ju ne 28th. 
 
 21   So I encourage all of the individuals who wis h to 
 
 22   comment, to participate in the process and pr epare 
 
 23   these comments by that time frame. 
 
 24             Bruce mentioned the other meetings that we 
 
  25   will have following tonight's public hearing . 
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 1   Although more to come on that, we will have a meeting 
 
 2   at Los Alamos tomorrow evening at the Holiday Inn 
 
 3   Express.  As you're coming into town, you foll ow the 
 
 4   drive right off the main hill road -- off the main 
 
 5   hill road. 
 
 6             We will have a public hearing in Esp anola 
 
 7   on Wednesday the 25th at the Santa Claran Hote l in 
 
 8   Espanola.  And on Friday -- Thursday, I mean, we will 
 
 9   have the public hearing in Santa Fe at the com munity 
 
 10   college there south of town.  And it will be the same 
 
  11   format, and we will have the same time.  We' ll start 
 
 12   at 4:45 with the doors open, poster session 5 :00 to 
 
 13   5:30, and then we'll start comments at 5:35, and run 
 
 14   through 9:00 p.m., at that time. 
 
 15             And as Bruce mentioned, also, we ha ve 
 
 16   various ways to present -- provide comments o n the 
 
 17   draft documents.  So I encourage any number o f those 
 
 18   ways.  Feel free to comment multiple times.  We will 
 
 19   be taking comments through June 28th. 
 
 20             So I appreciate you-all being here,  and I'd 
 
 21   like to get started with the main part of our  
 
 22   process, and ask Bruce to get started, and we 'll 
 
 23   start taking your public comments. 
 
 24             Thank you very much. 
 
 25             MR. MacALLISTER:  A couple of late- breaking 
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 1   announcements, folks.  Based on the number of people 
 
 2   that ultimately have signed up to make comment s, we 
 
 3   have -- we're required to reduce our initial r ound to 
 
 4   comment, the time frame for that, to three min utes. 
 
 5 So, we will go through these as quickly as 
 
 6   we can, and hopefully we'll have time for addi tional 
 
 7   comments after that. 
 
 8             So, I'll try to be as efficient as I  can 
 
 9   with that. 
 
  10             Also, I've been asked to let peopl e know 
 
 11   that the video that's being made in the cente r of the 
 
 12   room right now is not being done by the Depar tment of 
 
 13   Energy or the National Nuclear Safety Adminis tration. 
 
 14             So, if anybody objects to having th eir 
 
 15   image videoed while they're making their comm ent, 
 
 16   kindly just bring that up with the videograph er, and 
 
 17   we will work that out. 
 
  18             Without further ado, I'm going to take the 
 
 19   names in the order that I've been given them,  based 
 
 20   on your registration.  And I'm going to call out two 
 
 21   names; the first name will be our first speak er, the 
 
 22   second name is the person to be ready to spea k next. 
 
 23             First we have Ray M. Baca.  And Sco tt Kovac 
 
 24   will be in the chute to be speaking next. 
 
 25             And Mr. Baca, you can use this mike  or that 
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 1   mike.  You ready? 
 
 2             MR. RAY M. BACA:  Good evening.  My name is 
 
 3   Ray Baca.  I am the Executive Director for the  
 
 4   New Mexico Building Trades Council. 
 
 5             In that capacity, I represent all of  the 
 
 6   construction labor unions here in the state of  
 
 7   New Mexico.  This includes approximately 800 
 
 8   construction and maintenance workers that are 
 
 9   currently employed there at the Laboratory.  T hese 
 
 10   are family-sustaining well-paying jobs that 
 
 11   unfortunately otherwise would not be availabl e 
 
 12   anywhere else in northern New Mexico.  They a re very 
 
 13   few and far between. 
 
 14             For those of you who are not aware,  the 
 
 15   construction industry in New Mexico is in a v ery 
 
 16   blighted state currently, as it is in most of  the 
 
 17   country.  The unemployment rate for construct ion 
 
 18   workers has fully doubled, and in many cases triple 
 
 19   that of the average unemployed New Mexican. 
 
 20             It is not uncommon to see unemploym ent 
 
 21   rates of 25 to 28 percent in many of the craf ts that 
 
 22   we represent. 
 
 23             Obviously, if this facility comes t o be, if 
 
 24   and when it comes to be, this should be a tre mendous 
 
 25   boost not only to the construction industry o f 
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 1   New Mexico, but more importantly to the many 
 
 2   construction families in New Mexico who are in  dire 
 
 3   straits. 
 
 4             We respectfully urge the Lab to begi n this 
 
 5   project sooner than later.  Thank you. 
 
 6             MR. MacALLISTER:  Mr. Kovac, followe d by 
 
 7   Robert Press. 
 
 8  MR. SCOTT KOVAC:  Thank you.  My name is 
 
 9   Scott Kovac with Nuclear Watch of New Mexico i n 
 
 10   Santa Fe. 
 
 11             First off, I would -- I'm having a problem 
 
 12   with this format tonight.  I would prefer to see a 
 
 13   presentation given along with your explanatio n.  Very 
 
 14   complicated issue.  You have the posters.  Th ose 
 
 15   could be a PowerPoint presentation.  Yes, the  subject 
 
 16   matter experts, it would be nice to get them on 
 
 17   record. 
 
 18             Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 19             Okay.  On to my comments.  I will - - first 
 
 20   off, I request that this EIS -- this Suppleme ntal EIS 
 
 21   be withdrawn, and that true alternatives are 
 
 22   analyzed. 
 
 23             The alternatives we're given, two o ut of 
 
 24   the three are not really alternatives.  To bu ild the 
 
 25   existing -- I mean, alternative number one, t he 
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 1   no-action alternative is to, you know, build t he 
 
 2   2003-2004 version of the nuclear facility, whi ch at 
 
 3   this stage cannot be done, because of the seis mic 
 
 4   issues.  So, that's not really an alternative.  
 
 5             The other alternative is to continue  using 
 
 6   the existing -- you know, the existing CMR fac ility 
 
 7   without upgrading it.  And that's not really a n 
 
 8   alternative, either. 
 
 9             So you've eliminated two alternative s, and 
 
 10   you're down to one alternative and, you know,  we're 
 
 11   not here tonight to just decide if it's a dee p 
 
 12   facility or shallow facility. 
 
 13             I also think we should analyze the -- take 
 
 14   a hard look at the costs of the facility.  A lot of 
 
 15   the issues -- a lot of the previous decisions  were 
 
 16   based on costs back in 2003-2004, before the seismic 
 
 17   issues were known -- the increased seismic is sues 
 
 18   were known. 
 
 19             It was -- at that point it was deci ded that 
 
 20   it would be cheaper to build a new building t han to 
 
 21   upgrade the existing old building, and I'm no t sure 
 
 22   that's true any more.  Upgrading the existing  CMR 
 
 23   building was an option in the scoping comment s, and 
 
 24   for some reason it got removed, and we would like to 
 
 25   see that back as an alternative. 
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 1             Thank you.  And I will submit formal  
 
 2   comments also. Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 3             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you.  Robert  Press 
 
 4   followed by Don Hancock. 
 
 5             MR. PRESS:  I will be brief.  Recent ly the 
 
 6   United States and Russia agreed to reduce the number 
 
 7   of nuclear warheads.  And here we are with a p roposal 
 
 8   from the Department of Energy and LANL suggest ing 
 
 9   that we build a new building, build new pits f or 
 
 10   nuclear weapons.  Does the word hypocrisy mea n 
 
 11   anything to you?  It does to me. 
 
 12             What I thought about doing when I c ame here 
 
 13   was to set up an employment agency outside, b ecause 
 
 14   it seems to me when we come to these hearings  the 
 
 15   question is about jobs.  Never mind that the jobs are 
 
 16   a threat to the citizens of the United States .  Never 
 
 17   mind that the Department of Energy is suppose d to be 
 
 18   a protective agency for the people of the Uni ted 
 
 19   States.  But when we want to build something new and 
 
 20   create more jobs, as the gentleman earlier sa id, then 
 
 21   we vote for building more bombs. 
 
 22             Japan just went through a serious p roblem. 
 
 23   Three Mile Island was a serious problem.  Rus sia had 
 
 24   its own serious problem.  But do we pay atten tion to 
 
 25   any of those?  No.  We do not live in a democ racy any 
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 1   more.  We are controlled by corporate America,  and 
 
 2   the people who work at these agencies are empl oyed by 
 
 3   corporate America.  If they want other jobs, I  would 
 
  4   be happy to help them find jobs.  We need oth er 
 
 5   scientists to look for peaceful ways of bringi ng 
 
 6   safety to the United States and the rest of th e 
 
 7   world.  But we ignore that. 
 
 8             I have been to many of these hearing s.  And 
 
 9   at most hearings, the majority of the people w ho are 
 
 10   giving evidence, are not listened to.  And I am sure 
 
 11   tonight that what I have said will not be lis tened 
 
 12   to. 
 
 13             So, I am not going to waste my time .  And I 
 
 14   hope other people will join me as I walk out.  
 
 15             Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 16             MR. MacALLISTER:  Don Hancock, foll owed by 
 
  17   Dave McCoy. 
 
 18             MR. DON HANCOCK:  Good evening.  I' m Don 
 
 19   Hancock from Southwest Research and Informati on 
 
 20   Center, a 40-year-old organization based in 
 
 21   Albuquerque. 
 
 22  We've looked at dozens of Environmental 
 
 23   Impact Statements over the last 40 years, and  this 
 
 24   one is one of the worst, most obviously illeg al ones 
 
 25   that we have ever looked at, and I've seen so me 
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 1   pretty bad documents. 
 
 2             One of the things that's interesting , 
 
 3   though, is that this document that was referre d to, 
 
 4   this is the 2003 Environmental Impact Statemen t on 
 
 5   this project, the preferred alternative in thi s 
 
 6   document and, in fact, the option that was cho sen in 
 
 7   the Department of Energy Record of Decision, i s now 
 
 8   rejected as being inadequate, inappropriate, b ecause 
 
 9   it doesn't meet the seismic hazard problems. 
 
 10             Well, that's pretty amazing, the De partment 
 
 11   of Energy itself has said, this Environmental  Impact 
 
 12   Statement that it did is legally inadequate. 
 
 13             When you have a legally inadequate 
 
 14   document, what should you do?  The Department  of 
 
 15   Energy has two reasonable choices. 
 
 16             One, the preferred one, would be to  say, 
 
 17   well, we guess we shouldn't build this nuclea r 
 
 18   facility at all.  That would be what the pref erred 
 
 19   alternative would be. 
 
 20             The other alternative would be to g o back 
 
 21   and start over with a legally adequate Enviro nmental 
 
 22   Impact Statement.  They've chosen not to do t hat, 
 
 23   either, but to take an illegal, inadequate do cument, 
 
 24   and say, we can supplement it.  With what?  W ith a 
 
 25   one-alternative proposal.  The one alternativ e is to 
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 1   build a shiny, new nuclear bomb plant, and dig  a 
 
 2   58-foot hole to put the shiny bomb plant on to p. 
 
 3             Or the other alternative is to dig a  
 
 4   130-foot hole in the ground, fill half of it u p with 
 
 5   cement, and put the shiny bomb plant on top of  it. 
 
 6 Those are not what are called all of the 
 
 7   reasonable alternatives.  The Council on 
 
 8   Environmental Quality Regulations that govern these 
 
 9   procedures say that the heart -- their word, t he 
 
 10   heart of an Environmental Impact Statement is  
 
 11   discussion of all reasonable alternatives. 
 
 12             So this new document has no heart.  It has 
 
 13   no heart from a legal standpoint, and it has no heart 
 
 14   from a lot of other standpoints. 
 
 15             What about the other reasonable 
 
 16   alternatives?  The alternative of not buildin g it? 
 
 17   No, that -- can't consider that, because that  
 
 18   wouldn't fulfill our purpose and mission. 
 
 19             What about the alternative of using  the 
 
 20   existing plutonium facility?  That's rejected  in one 
 
 21   sentence, quote, "It would interfere with per forming 
 
 22   work currently being conducted there, and red uce the 
 
 23   space available in the building that could be  used to 
 
 24   conduct future DOE and NNSA mission support w ork." 
 
 25             That's not -- that one sentence is not what 
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 1   you call a rigorous analysis of all of the 
 
 2   alternatives.  So they haven't done that. 
 
 3             There are other alternatives that I could 
 
 4   go into, and actually Mr. Snyder encouraged me  before 
 
 5   the hearing started tonight, to go into detail  about 
 
 6   the other reasonable alternatives that should be 
 
 7   included, but I've now been told that I only h ave 
 
 8   three minutes, so that clearly, we are getting  mixed 
 
 9   messages here.  On the one hand we want to hea r what 
 
 10   the analysis of the reasonable alternatives s hould 
 
 11   be.  And on the other hand we're told, oh, by  the 
 
 12 way, you really don't have time to do that. 
 
 13             MR. MacALLISTER:  Well, actually, y our time 
 
 14   is up. 
 
 15             MR. DON HANCOCK:  Well, I understan d, but 
 
 16   there's another thing that needs to be said a bout how 
 
 17   DOE can't be bothered with talking about the 
 
 18   reasonable alternatives.  DOE's own regulatio ns say 
 
 19   that they have to notice 15 days in advance. 
 
 20             MR. MacALLISTER:  Sir, your time is  up, I'm 
 
 21   going to have to ask you to give up the mike.  
 
 22             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Let him sp eak, let 
 
 23   him speak. 
 
 24             (Speakers from the Floor were talki ng at 
 
 25   the same time, and could not be reported.) 
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 1             MR. DON HANCOCK:  This is a good exa mple -- 
 
 2   this is a good example of the Department of En ergy 
 
  3   not wanting to hear people's comments. 
 
 4             MR. MacALLISTER:  My apologies.  We set out 
 
 5   the ground rules.  I've asked you to abide by the 
 
 6   ground rules. 
 
 7             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  You set the m up. 
 
 8   We didn't set them up. 
 
 9             (Speakers from the floor were talkin g at 
 
 10   the same time, and could not be reported.) 
 
 11             MR. MacALLISTER:  We have many othe r people 
 
 12   waiting, and the intention is to let everybod y speak. 
 
 13             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  (Speaking at the 
 
 14   same time as Mr. MacAllister.)  (Inaudible.)  Willing 
 
 15   to give up for that? 
 
 16  OTHER SPEAKERS FROM THE FLOOR:  I am. 
 
 17             I will give him my time. 
 
 18             MR. MacALLISTER:  If somebody -- if  the 
 
 19   next person I call chooses to yield, that wil l be -- 
 
 20   I will give him another three minutes, that's  fine, 
 
 21   but Dave McCoy is in the cue. 
 
 22             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  No, everyb ody 
 
 23   should take their own time. 
 
 24             MR. MacALLISTER:  And Dennis Hollow ay is 
 
 25   next. 
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 1             MR. DAVE McCOY:  I agree with Mr. Ha ncock. 
 
 2   My name is David McCoy.  I am the Director for  
 
 3   Citizen Action.  I agree with Mr. Hancock abou t the 
 
 4   phantom alternatives that are being presented here. 
 
 5             Additionally, the use of National Se curity 
 
 6   protocol is being used to trump the NEPA.  Thi s is a 
 
 7  very inadequate SEIS. 
 
 8             The only reason it was issued at the  time 
 
 9   it was issued is because there was a lawsuit a gainst 
 
 10   the lack of a new EIS being in effect. 
 
 11             The SEIS fails to examine reasonabl e 
 
 12   alternatives to the proposed CMRR. 
 
 13             The preferred alternative of buildi ng is 
 
 14   not technically or financially feasible throu gh the 
 
 15   completely unsafe geological location that's been 
 
 16   chosen. 
 
 17             Moving or not constructing at all m ust be 
 
 18   an alternative for consideration. 
 
 19             The uncertainties associated with b uilding 
 
 20   either the shallow or the deep excavations of  the 
 
 21   CMRR, as proposed in the SEIS, are insurmount able. 
 
 22             Let's take a look at some of the 
 
 23   information that's missing about this site 
 
 24   geologically. 
 
 25  There's no determination of a kappa from a 
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 1   network of seismometers. 
 
 2             An analysis of high potential ground  
 
 3   shaking due to amplification of seismic waves by the 
 
 4   near surface soils or at the near surface soil s, 
 
 5   which is commonly referred to as site amplific ation, 
 
 6   is completely missing.  Mapping of faults bene ath 
 
 7   LANL, and the relationship to regional tectoni cs is 
 
 8   missing. 
 
 9             Information that should warn against  the 
 
 10   use of this site is that the potential for 
 
 11   compression of the weak, soft volcanic ash be neath 
 
 12   the heavy CMRR, and the potential subsidence over the 
 
 13   long-term, the so-called raft that is suppose d to 
 
 14   float, may sink. 
 
 15             The potential is there for hydro co llapse 
 
 16   due to wetting.  The added weight to the CMRR  from 
 
 17   the use of water, supplying this water within  the 
 
 18   building for fire suppression, and for coolin g 
 
 19   plutonium, has not been presented. 
 
 20             The slope instability, which can ca use 
 
 21   excessive movement is not really being consid ered. 
 
 22             The increased seismic shaking due t o the 
 
 23   soft volcanic ash and building response is no t really 
 
 24   set forward. 
 
 25             We can't do an adequate risk analys is, 
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 1   because they don't have the data in place to d o a 
 
 2   risk analysis, and yet they're trying to tell the 
 
 3   public that this is safe.  The accident that c an 
 
 4   happen there, is supposedly a spill of plutoni um. 
 
 5             Listen, the accident that can happen  is an 
 
 6   explosion or a fire out there with plutonium, and the 
 
 7   loss of Colorado and most of Santa Fe, and mos t of 
 
 8   New Mexico.  Let's quit kidding ourselves.  Th is -- 
 
 9             MR. MacALLISTER:  Your time is up. 
 
 10             MR. McCOY:  Yeah, I know. 
 
 11             This EIS talks about -- well, we ar e going 
 
 12   to incorporate the lessons of Fukushima.  The  lesson 
 
 13   of Fukushima is don't build nuclear reactors and 
 
 14   nuclear facilities in unsafe geological locat ions. 
 
 15             MR. MacALLISTER:  Dennis Holloway, followed 
 
 16   by Joan Brown. 
 
 17             MR. DENNIS HOLLOWAY:  I'm an archit ect in 
 
 18   the state of New Mexico.  I was licensed as a n 
 
 19   architect in 1970, and this is ridiculous.  W hat's 
 
 20   going to happen to this state if this plant g oes in? 
 
 21   I can tell you that all architects have to ta ke 
 
 22   earthquake exams to be licensed in certain st ates 
 
 23   like California.  New Mexico doesn't require that, 
 
 24   even though we have so many earthquakes. 
 
 25             But just to let you know, I have st udied it 
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 1   carefully.  It's part of my training.  And I'm  here 
 
 2   to tell you that this EIS, all the statements about 
 
 3   seismic issues -- baloney.  And don't trust it .  We 
 
 4   need to get an expert analysis of that seismic  site 
 
 5   before any more nuclear facilities are built i n that 
 
 6   death factory.  (Applause.) 
 
 7             MR. MacALLISTER:  Joan Brown, follow ed by 
 
 8   Marlene Perrotte. 
 
 9  SISTER JOAN BROWN:  Good evening, my name 
 
 10   is Joan Brown.  I'm a Franciscan sister and I  work in 
 
 11   several different ecology and faith organizat ions 
 
 12   throughout the state.  I have been to numerou s of 
 
  13   these hearings.  I keep coming, and nothing seems to 
 
 14   change.  There's no real alternative, and I s econd 
 
 15   the voice that our voices are not heard.  I'm  not a 
 
 16   technical expert, but I am a citizen, and I w ork in 
 
 17   these issues all the time.  I am appalled tha t we are 
 
 18   continuing to go forth with this without a re alistic 
 
 19   EIS.  I'm appalled that we are spending $4.5 million 
 
 20   on such a facility when we have a $14 trillio n debt 
 
 21   in this nation, when we are cutting education  funds, 
 
 22   we are cutting health care funds, we don't ha ve any 
 
 23   money for true energy alternatives like solar , wind, 
 
 24   and others that we haven't even thought of.  I'm 
 
 25   appalled we would even stand to continue to p ut up 
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 1   with this. 
 
 2             I think a better alternative for the  
 
 3   investigation of this would be to call some of  these 
 
 4   very intelligent credible citizen experts and sit 
 
 5   down and talk with them instead of whoever the , 
 
 6   quote, experts are that have been being relied  upon. 
 
 7             But ultimately, this is a deep moral  and 
 
 8   spiritual issue.  And I believe that we have l ost and 
 
 9   are losing our soul in this nation bit by bit,  more 
 
 10   and more.  That we would build such a facilit y on a 
 
 11   vulnerable piece of land seismically that wou ld 
 
 12   threaten our water in the state, which we alr eady are 
 
 13   in a drought and we are in severe concerns ab out, 
 
 14   shows that we have no care, concern, for the current 
 
 15   populations, the people, or the future childr en and 
 
 16   people of not only this nation, but of other 
 
 17   countries, as well. 
 
 18             We are risking all of this and all of this 
 
 19   money, and yet we fail to consider climate ch ange, 
 
 20   which is affecting millions, billions, of peo ple on 
 
 21   this planet.  It's truly a waste of money. 
 
 22             I do, in closing, have an alternati ve that 
 
 23   I would like to propose.  And I propose this even 
 
 24   though some of you might think it's very simp listic, 
 
 25   and there's not enough time to explain it in great 
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 1   depth, but my alternative is on the other side  of 
 
 2   what really is propelling this particular proj ect, 
 
 3   and that's the $14.5 billion of these dollar b ills, 
 
 4   but on the other side it says, "In God we trus t."  I 
 
 5   would propose that an alternative be not in a 
 
 6   simplistic manner but in a truly deep, spiritu al, 
 
 7   moral and ethical way to look at what does it mean to 
 
 8   really trust in God and our own creative 
 
 9   possibilities, intelligence, as individuals an d as 
 
 10   collective people in this state, and propose other 
 
 11   alternatives.  In God we trust.  And I'm givi ng this 
 
 12   as my alternative for documentation. 
 
 13             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you.  Marle ne, 
 
 14   followed by Camy Condon. 
 
 15             MS. MARLENE PERROTTE:  We have been  asked 
 
 16   to model civil dialogue, which means be submi ssive to 
 
 17   the military, to the corporate/military/indus trial 
 
 18   complex.  The greatest threat that we have, s ays the 
 
 19   Pentagon, is climate change.  Nuclear weapons  are 
 
 20   obsolete.  How do we confront DOE and DOD wit h the 
 
 21   mixture of the corporate/military money?  Wha t 
 
 22   happened to governing power by the people, of  the 
 
 23   people, and for the people?  It seems also th at this 
 
 24   process is obsolete. 
 
 25             We must understand that when we mak e 
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 1   decisions that are going to affect millions an d the 
 
 2   future of our planet, when we're talking about  
 
 3   uncertainty and we have no data on the risk, w e must 
 
 4   understand we need to use the precautionary 
 
 5   principle.  We must find out and we must ask, "Prove 
 
 6   to me that the Clean Water Act will not be vio lated. 
 
 7   Prove to me that the Clean Air Act will not be  
 
 8   violated.  Prove to me that nuclear weapons sh ould be 
 
 9   on that seismic mountain.  Prove to me all the  things 
 
 10   that you are saying, that this is not going t o 
 
 11   happen." 
 
 12             I think we must understand that we have 
 
 13   been entrusted with the sovereign resources o f this 
 
 14   world.  Are we going to put our trust in this  
 
 15   bombplex when our budget is being balanced on  the 
 
 16   backs of teachers, Medicare and Medicaid peop le and 
 
 17   people that are senior citizens in Social Sec urity? 
 
 18   Isn't that something, to come to a point when  we 
 
 19   prefer putting our trust in nuclear weapons r ather 
 
 20   than the humanity of this planet and the eart h 
 
 21   community.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 22             MR. MacALLISTER:  Camy Condon, foll owed by 
 
 23   Bastia Miller. 
 
 24             MS. CAMY CONDON:  Good afternoon.  My name 
 
 25   is Camy Condon, a long-time resident of New M exico, 
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 1   and a lover of every part of nature here.  I a lso 
 
 2   work a little bit in Japan, where I have publi shed 15 
 
 3   books, was a journalist, and I'm doing volunte er work 
 
 4   with micro credit banking in northeastern Braz il 
 
 5   because I'm on Social Security and I can volun teer in 
 
 6   another place. 
 
 7             But I'm right now here to be strongl y 
 
 8   against this project.  I will only say one rea son.  I 
 
 9   agree with many other points that have been ma de, but 
 
 10   I want to say only one comment about the seis mic 
 
 11   hazards.  Right now I have my son, Michael, a nd my 
 
 12   granddaughter, and the mom of the family livi ng in 
 
 13   Tokyo.  My son works there as a manager for a  
 
 14   Japanese company, one of the largest, most pr ofitable 
 
 15   telephone companies in Tokyo, Japan, and my 
 
 16   granddaughter, age 1, is now receiving low-le vel 
 
 17   radiation from the Fukushima plant.  I speak Japanese 
 
 18   and ever since the tsunami, the earthquake, a nd the 
 
 19   tsunami, I been watching online all of the da ily 
 
 20   reports from the NHK Broadcasting, Japanese 
 
 21   corporation reports from the beginning until now.  I 
 
 22   am horrified to think that my granddaughter m ight 
 
 23   come back to my house in New Mexico, escaping  
 
 24   radiation in Japan, and find radiation hazard s here 
 
 25   in New Mexico, more of them, even more. 
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 1             I know very little about the geology  of the 
 
 2   Pajarito Plateau, except I do know that there are 
 
 3   faults there and that the current building is above 
 
 4   one of the faults, and that is a new building,  
 
 5   according to the gentleman who informed me ear lier, 
 
 6   down the road, the plans for that down the roa d from 
 
 7   this seismic fault.  I don't think that's down  the 
 
 8   road far enough, and because of the unsafe loc ation, 
 
 9   the reality that we will hopefully not ever ne ed any 
 
 10   of these weapons, I don't want my own tax mon ey used 
 
  11   for this purpose.  I strongly object to this  project, 
 
 12   and thank you for letting us testify. 
 
 13             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you.  Basti a 
 
 14   Miller, followed by Marcus Page. 
 
 15             MS. BASTIA MILLER:  My name is Bast ia 
 
 16   Miller.  I'm on the board of Concerned Citize ns for 
 
 17   Nuclear Safety in Santa Fe.  I want to start by 
 
 18   saying how disconcerting it is to have our ti me for 
 
 19   speaking abruptly changed from five minutes t o three 
 
 20   minutes.  Some speakers are excellent extempo raneous 
 
 21   speakers, and I have my things written down, and so 
 
 22   it has really inhibited my ability to present  in a 
 
 23  reasonable way, to go back through and figure out how 
 
 24   to make three minutes out of my five minutes,  and I 
 
 25   think that that kind of abrupt shift in the g round 
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 1   rules discourages the public from coming forwa rd. 
 
 2             I want to register my observation th at the 
 
 3   proposed CMRR building has a limited rationale  in the 
 
 4   sense that it does not seem to have been adapt ed to 
 
 5   the changing circumstances of our world.  Firs t I'm 
 
 6   thinking of climate change, which means we can  no 
 
 7   longer trust our risk measurements.  The land is 
 
 8   responding with earthquakes.  The water is res ponding 
 
 9   with tsunamis.  The weather is going to extrem es of 
 
 10   hot and cold, and tornadoes bring destruction .  It's 
 
 11   hard to gain a footing under those circumstan ces. 
 
 12             There are other critical reasons fo r taking 
 
 13   a true look at possible alternatives to the p roposed 
 
 14   CMRR, but the nuclear industry seems to be in tent on 
 
 15   building itself up without reviewing the big picture. 
 
  16   One way is that our human institutions are f lawed. 
 
 17   The profit motive has come to play a bigger a nd 
 
 18   bigger role in determining our goals.  We mov e away 
 
 19   from science at its best when government inst itutions 
 
 20   are privatized. 
 
 21             Another flaw is that regulators are  unable 
 
 22   consistently to hold themselves to the standa rds that 
 
 23   are separate, in terms of public interest, fr om the 
 
 24   people who are being regulated. 
 
 25             I have to move along, because I hav e this 
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 1   sense of impending abrupt termination. 
 
 2             The next point concerns nuclear wast e. 
 
 3   Los Alamos has a long history of carelessness in 
 
 4   handling nuclear waste, promises for cleanup t hat are 
 
 5   not carried out, and of priorities that put cl eanup 
 
 6   in the last place.  With the recent settlement  under 
 
 7   the Clean Water Act, they have another opportu nity to 
 
 8   show good faith, and for that I would like to be 
 
 9   grateful, but rationally, I still hold a wait- and-see 
 
 10   attitude.  I grew up in Missouri, the "Show M e" 
 
 11   state. 
 
 12             My last point has to do with the ec onomy of 
 
 13   the surrounding communities.  These communiti es have 
 
 14   borne heavy consequences -- 
 
 15             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thirty seconds.  You're 
 
 16   fine. 
 
 17             MS. BASTIA MILLER: -- for being in the 
 
 18   neighborhood of Los Alamos.  The health effec ts for 
 
 19   people who have worked at the lab are severe.   People 
 
 20   have suffered the consequences of contaminati on 
 
 21   because of Cerro Grande fire.  The traditiona l ways 
 
 22   of life are being curtailed and eliminated. 
 
 23             I want to conclude with this quotat ion from 
 
 24   Octavio Paz.  He says, "The idea of a single 
 
 25   civilization for everyone implicit in the cul t of 
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 1   progress and technique impoverishes and mutila tes us. 
 
 2   Every view of the world that becomes extinct, every 
 
 3   culture that disappears diminishes a possibili ty of 
 
 4   life." 
 
 5             These are just some of the concerns I have. 
 
 6   I'd like to encourage the Department of Energy  to 
 
 7   take a deeper look, a step back from simply 
 
 8   continuing to do more of the same.  Thank you very 
 
 9   much. 
 
 10             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you.  Marcu s Page, 
 
 11   followed by Benjamin Abbott. 
 
 12             MR. MARCUS PAGE:  Moo.  I am the ca sh cow. 
 
 13   I am so happy to receive all this money in 
 
 14   foolishness.  But I'm not the cash cow, I was  just 
 
 15   dressed as the cash cow.  My name is Marcus, with 
 
 16   Trinity Nuclear Abolitionists, and I'm oppose d to the 
 
 17   system of feeding the cash cow because the nu clear 
 
 18   complex was not meant to be a jobs program fo r 
 
 19   scientists and for the working class folks th at build 
 
 20   the factories.  And that's what it has become , and 
 
 21   I'm sorry about that, because I do agree with  all the 
 
 22   antinuclear and nuclear abolitionist statemen ts that 
 
 23   have been made before me tonight, so I don't want to 
 
 24   repeat it.  I just want to echo it.  I wish y ou could 
 
 25   play it back on a tape so you could hear it. 
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 1             Thank you all for what you have said  
 
 2   tonight, especially Sister Joan Brown on the 
 
 3   spiritual level.  So I'm inviting all of you t o come 
 
  4   pray with Trinity Nuclear Abolitionists on Fa ther's 
 
 5   Day, which is also Holy Trinity Sunday.  It's June 
 
 6   19th, and then Monday morning, June 20th.  Tha nks 
 
 7   again for all the antinuclear and nuclear abol ition 
 
 8   statements.  They are true.  And thanks for th e 
 
 9   technical statements from our watchdog groups.  
 
 10             Back to cash cow mode.  Feed me mor e money 
 
 11   to destroy the planet.  Moo.  I am a fool.  I  am 
 
 12   Los Alamos.  I am the Department of Energy. 
 
 13   (Applause.) 
 
 14             MR. MacALLISTER:  Benjamin Abbott, followed 
 
 15   by Janet Greenwald. 
 
 16             MR. BENJAMIN ABBOTT:  I have a proc ess 
 
 17   question.  Why is it necessary for you to sta nd next 
 
 18   to the speakers? 
 
 19             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  It's kind of 
 
 20   threatening, intimidating. 
 
 21             MR. MacALLISTER:  It's for the spea kers. 
 
 22   There is a yellow card that is a 30-second wa rning, 
 
 23   and there's a red card, so I don't have to st and here 
 
 24   unless people don't respect the process. 
 
 25             MR. BENJAMIN ABBOTT:  I'm going to be 



l     
  
 
 
 
SANTA FE OFFICE                                                                                                                                                   MAIN OFFICE 
119 East Marcy, Suite 110  201 Third NW, Suite 1630 
Santa Fe, NM 87501  Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 989-4949                                                                                                                                                               (505) 843-9494 
FAX (505) 820-6349   FAX (505) 843-9492 
        1111----800800800800----669669669669----9492949294929492    
        e-mail: info@litsupport.com 

 
 38 
 
 
 
 1   pretty brief.  My name is Benjamin Abbott.  I' m a 
 
 2   grad student at UNM.  Like Marcus, I want to t hank 
 
 3   everyone else who has spoken and echo a lot of  their 
 
 4   concerns.  But what I want to emphasize is the  fact 
 
 5   that the project is not going to build anythin g 
 
 6   useful.  I mean, it's absolutely important to have 
 
 7   jobs and money in northern New Mexico, in this  state. 
 
 8   I think we should just take the money and do 
 
 9   something useful with it, because currently, 
 
 10   plutonium pits are not going to help anyone.  It 
 
 11   would be much better for the entire species i f you 
 
 12   just paid the people to do absolutely nothing .  That 
 
 13   would be vastly superior.  You pay them to pa rty, 
 
 14   basically.  But as dangerous as a wild party is, it's 
 
 15   not as dangerous as this facility, according to all 
 
 16   the testimony we've had today. 
 
 17             So that's what I want to emphasize,  that 
 
 18   there's no reason for any of this.  We should  take 
 
 19   the money and do something useful with it.  T here are 
 
 20   so many things that need to be done, there ar e so 
 
 21   many people suffering, people not having a go od 
 
 22   standard of living, there's education systems  going 
 
 23   downhill, the energy system in this country n eeds to 
 
 24   be complete, and transportation needs to be 
 
 25   completely revamped.  The money can be spent on so 
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 1 many good things, so this project should be oppo sed 
 
 2   for whatever reasoning, anything you can do to  stop 
 
 3   it and put the money into somewhere good shoul d be 
 
 4   done.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 5  MR. MacALLISTER:  Janet Greenwald, followed 
 
 6   by John Lockridge. 
 
 7             MS. JANET GREENWALD:  Well, I think what I 
 
 8   have to say probably relates mostly to risk.  I moved 
 
 9   to New Mexico when I was in my early 20s, and bought 
 
 10   a farm downwind from Los Alamos.  If I had kn own that 
 
 11   Los Alamos was there, I might not have done t hat.  My 
 
 12   family lives there still.  So once I found ou t 
 
 13   Los Alamos was there, and started to begin to  
 
 14   understand nukes and what they were all about  and 
 
 15   what Los Alamos was about, I joined CARD and came 
 
 16   down to Albuquerque and worked in the office a day a 
 
 17   week.  CARD paid my bus fair, I think, for a number 
 
 18   of years.  And I became known as an antinucle ar 
 
 19   activist in the north and around Albuquerque,  and for 
 
 20   some reason people at Los Alamos, because I n ever 
 
 21 passed on what they said, would sometimes call me and 
 
 22   talk to me about what they were experiencing up 
 
 23   there.  I would work at the office late at ni ght, so 
 
 24   these calls would always happen late at night . 
 
  25             The first one was from a woman who  had just 
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 1   lost her husband at Los Alamos.  She said he w as a 
 
 2   high administrator.  She said that he had died  from 
 
 3   cancer.  She said a lot of people she knew wer e dying 
 
 4   of cancer.  She told me that the little stream  that 
 
 5   ran through her backyard, her beautiful backya rd, was 
 
 6   contaminated.  I asked her if she would come f orward 
 
 7   and talk about these things, and she said if s he came 
 
 8   forward, that her family at Los Alamos would b e 
 
 9   ostracized.  And so no, she was not going to c ome 
 
 10   forward. 
 
  11             Then some years later, I received a call 
 
 12   from a friend of mine about our friend Tyler,  who 
 
 13   lived at Los Alamos.  Tyler had discovered a brain 
 
 14   cancer cluster up at Los Alamos, and my frien d called 
 
 15   me to tell me that his house had been burned down, 
 
 16   and that he and his family would be moving ou t of 
 
 17   New Mexico. 
 
 18             So then years later, I'm working la te in my 
 
 19   office again, and I get a call from a nuclear  
 
 20   scientist.  Well, he wasn't -- let's see how to 
 
 21   state.  His training was -- it was not a phys icist. 
 
 22   I don't want to go into it any more, but it w as the 
 
 23   night of the Cerro Grande fire, and he called  me up 
 
 24   because he said there was a bunker at Los Ala mos and 
 
 25   that there were prototypes of nuclear bombs i n that 
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 1   bunker, and he was terrified that the fire was  going 
 
 2   to reach the bunker, and he said if it did, we  would 
 
 3   all be gone.  So he started out very upset, an d then 
 
 4   I talked to him for about an hour, and he grad ually 
 
 5   got less upset, and then he began to back peda l and 
 
 6   say, "No, it will be fine, it will be all righ t." 
 
 7             So now I no longer work late in my o ffice. 
 
 8   I'm in my mid-60s, and if there are calls comi ng in 
 
 9   from people at Los Alamos who are upset by one  thing 
 
 10   or another, they just get an answering machin e.  So 
 
 11   for me, building another bomb building at 
 
 12   Los Alamos -- it just seems like insanity, ju st 
 
 13   insanity.  And who is the enemy?  Who is the enemy? 
 
 14   Maybe it's like the poet said.  Maybe we foun d out 
 
 15   that it was ourselves.  Thank you. 
 
 16             MR. MacALLISTER:  John Lockridge fo llowed 
 
 17   by Flora Barrett. 
 
 18             MR. JOHN LOCKRIDGE:  My name is Joh n 
 
 19   Lockridge.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak 
 
 20   here.  I wish we would get 100 percent of our  time 
 
 21 instead of 60 percent or 40 percent reduction.  It 
 
 22   seems fairly extreme. 
 
 23             Anyway, to get on with it, since we  don't 
 
 24   have much time, there has been a lot said abo ut the 
 
 25   EIS itself.  I think the EIS is really almost  



l     
  
 
 
 
SANTA FE OFFICE                                                                                                                                                   MAIN OFFICE 
119 East Marcy, Suite 110  201 Third NW, Suite 1630 
Santa Fe, NM 87501  Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 989-4949                                                                                                                                                               (505) 843-9494 
FAX (505) 820-6349   FAX (505) 843-9492 
        1111----800800800800----669669669669----9492949294929492    
        e-mail: info@litsupport.com 

 
 42 
 
 
 
 1   secondary to the real problem of violation of a 
 
 2   nuclear treaty that we have.  We have this nuc lear 
 
 3   nonproliferation treaty that we are signatory to here 
 
 4   in the United States, and we are supposed to h onor 
 
 5   what we sign, I believe.  I don't believe that 's 
 
 6   being done in this case.  A lot of people -- s ome of 
 
 7   the DOE people may say -- and some others, too  -- 
 
 8   that this is really just replacement of existi ng 
 
 9   pits.  But I don't know, and I don't know that  as a 
 
 10   citizen of New Mexico I'll ever find out unle ss we 
 
  11   work for DOE.  The truth of the matter, I be lieve 
 
 12   there are probably going to be some enhanceme nts to 
 
 13   the pits, probably in the name of safety or s omething 
 
 14   like that.  But they won't be the same pits.  They 
 
 15   won't be just replacement pits for the ones t hat are 
 
 16   already in existence.  We already have thousa nds of 
 
 17   bombs that are lying around the country, abou t 2000 
 
 18   or more here, I believe, at Kirtland. 
 
 19             Another thing that has been mention ed 
 
 20   before, but I think is important to restate, is that 
 
 21   the environmental threat is extreme.  At leas t a 
 
 22   couple of people, I believe, have mentioned t he 
 
 23   seismic problems.  But not only that, there i s 
 
 24   already contamination up at Los Alamos from p oorly 
 
 25   maintained pits.  They don't have accurate re cords. 
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 1   There's pits down here at Kirtland Air Force B ase, 
 
 2   Los Alamos, I guess, actually -- or not Los Al amos. 
 
 3   But Sandia Labs.  Not really the Air Force bas e, I 
 
 4   guess.  But we've already seen how our governm ent 
 
 5   does not maintain safety issues for us that sh ould be 
 
 6   maintained.  We are supposed to be protecting the 
 
 7   people of the country, not destroying the peop le of 
 
 8   the country, and I think we're just introducin g more 
 
 9   and more threats to our population by allowing  this 
 
 10   to happen.  So I think just on the basis of t he 
 
 11   treaty that it seems to me that we're violati ng, we 
 
 12   should not even consider having an EIS.  We s hould 
 
 13   consider ending the project. 
 
 14             And at that, since I don't know how  much 
 
 15   time more I may have, I'm just going to end i t there. 
 
 16   Thank you for the time.  (Applause.) 
 
 17             MR. MacALLISTER:  Flora Barrett, fo llowed 
 
 18   by number 16.  I don't have a name. 
 
 19             MS. FLORA BARRETT:  Yes, my name is  Flora 
 
 20   Barrett, and I am speaking for myself.  I hea rd 
 
 21   earlier a mention that nuclear weapons are ob solete. 
 
 22   That is my message.  And so I'm going to say it 
 
 23   again, because I have had planned all along t o say 
 
 24   nuclear weapons are obsolete.  Why would we b uild 
 
 25   more nuclear weapons when we can't use them?  Why are 
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 1   we going to put money into something that can never 
 
 2   be used? We have said all along that we can't use 
 
 3   these weapons.  So why would we build more of them? 
 
 4             So shut down that plant.  Don't put any 
 
 5   money in it.  Close it completely, and let's t alk 
 
 6   about how we can build sustainable nuclear and  -- 
 
 7   sustainable energy, solar, wind, and bio uses of 
 
 8   energy.  To me, it doesn't make any sense to b uild 
 
 9   something you're never going to use.  We can't  use 
 
 10   it.  There's no way we can put nuclear weapon s out 
 
 11   there in the world.  So close down whatever i s there 
 
 12   of the CMRR and do not ever open it again. 
 
 13   (Applause.) 
 
 14             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you, ma'am.   The 
 
 15   person who signed in as number 16.  I don't h ave a 
 
 16   name.  Thank you, followed by Lilly Rendt. 
 
 17             NUMBER 16:  Also no pictures, and I  don't 
 
 18   want the film on, so you don't have my releas e of 
 
 19   confidentiality and my release of information  to do 
 
 20   that. 
 
 21             I'm just going to give the basics o f what 
 
 22   came up for me.  I was born in Los Alamos, an d I know 
 
 23  the big difference between Bechtel.  Bechtel's  a 
 
 24   corporation.  It is not the old days of Unive rsity of 
 
 25   California and the quaintness of University o f 
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 1   Chicago where the scientists were coming in an d they 
 
 2   made $45,000 for the year.  These Bechtel guys  are 
 
 3   coming in with gigantic salaries of $100,000 a nd 
 
 4   above.  They're not living in the little gover nment 
 
 5   houses that are falling apart that were built in the 
 
 6   1950s.  They're in the great big houses near t he golf 
 
 7   course. 
 
 8             I think that because of this, we've lost 
 
 9   our ethics, we've lost our morality, and we're  not 
 
 10   thinking of legacy and future generations. 
 
 11             The other thought I have, that I ha d, was: 
 
 12   Why risk it?  Why risk it?  And what I have s een in 
 
 13   the transition of how quaint Los Alamos used to be, 
 
 14   it's easy for Bechtel to come in, make big mo ney off 
 
 15   of this and then split. 
 
 16             And then the other thing I was thin king of, 
 
 17   the downwinders were never paid off for the c ancers 
 
 18   that they're still dealing with.  The governm ent made 
 
 19   promises to the downwinders, and those monies  never 
 
 20   occurred for those people with thyroid and br ain and 
 
 21   lung, et cetera, cancers. 
 
 22             This idea that we've got to make jo bs, 
 
 23   build jobs off of nuclear, those construction  
 
 24   companies and those unions can make money off  of 
 
 25   peace.  They don't need a nuclear plant to ha ve a job 
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 1   from it. 
 
 2             And then the other thought I had was , I 
 
 3   thought I'd take it from a psychosocial point of 
 
 4   view.  Why should we trust these people?  I wo uld 
 
 5   like alcohol and substance abuse testing and 
 
 6   psychological testing done of these new age 
 
 7   scientists that have come in.  I want them tes ted. 
 
  8   (Applause.)  Yeah, and when I look at the nei ghbors 
 
 9   that I have had in Los Alamos, I definitely wa nt them 
 
 10   alcohol and substance abuse tested.  Okay, ju st a 
 
 11   thought. 
 
 12             But the bottom line is:  Why risk i t?  Why 
 
 13   risk it?  (Applause.) 
 
 14             MR. MacALLISTER:  Lilly Rendt, foll owed by 
 
 15   Susan Rodriguez. 
 
 16             MS. LILLY RENDT:  I'm always amused  at 
 
 17   these meetings because I go a long way back.  I go 
 
 18   back to the '50s, when they were putting the Cullen 
 
 19   Foundation under New York City and underneath  
 
 20   Columbia University, and everybody was so afr aid that 
 
 21   Columbia University would blow up, and they d id have 
 
 22   a few accidents there.  They were just starti ng. 
 
 23             But I was going to this gal who sai d we 
 
 24   ought to give them an education.  Yes, here's  a book 
 
  25   called "Complexity."  And it talks about put ting all 
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 1   your facts into the computer before you make a  
 
 2   decision.  And frankly, I think things that we re put 
 
 3   into computer to decide upon in New Mexico had  to be 
 
 4   very, very scarce.  In other words, there were n't 
 
 5   very many factors that were considered, and wh en the 
 
 6   people here talk about some of the things that  have 
 
 7   happened and some of the ways of our state, I don't 
 
 8   think you people know what you're doing, becau se this 
 
 9   is a very special state. 
 
 10             I just read a book about Alaska, ab out the 
 
 11   gates of Alaska, and I think that might be a good 
 
 12   place to put it.  Let's make an effort to hav e them 
 
 13   change the whole venue up to Alaska and then the 
 
 14   Alaskans who are shooting wolves anyway might  have 
 
 15   some interest in it.  They want all the money , so if 
 
 16   money is the big issue, let's give it to them .  I 
 
 17   mean, we've been a poor state for many, many years, 
 
 18   and I really don't mind. 
 
 19             But some people want to build thing s and 
 
 20   then not use them.  And what would be the use  of 
 
 21   nuclear energy at this point?  We're trying t o work 
 
 22   for world peace, not world war.  And if we ar e, then 
 
 23   we ought to think carefully that we don't wan t to be 
 
 24   the center and, you know -- we don't want to be the 
 
 25   ones that are bombed. 



l     
  
 
 
 
SANTA FE OFFICE                                                                                                                                                   MAIN OFFICE 
119 East Marcy, Suite 110  201 Third NW, Suite 1630 
Santa Fe, NM 87501  Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 989-4949                                                                                                                                                               (505) 843-9494 
FAX (505) 820-6349   FAX (505) 843-9492 
        1111----800800800800----669669669669----9492949294929492    
        e-mail: info@litsupport.com 

 
 48 
 
 
 
 1             Let's build these things somewhere o n the 
 
 2   Nordic Sea where it can't do any harm to anyon e. 
 
 3   There's no one up there.  This man walked for miles 
 
 4   and miles with his two dogs and he didn't meet  any 
 
 5   people, and his food drop didn't come down, an d he 
 
 6   met some grizzly bears.  He looked so pathetic , the 
 
 7   grizzly bears left him alone. 
 
 8             So let's see if we can somehow, some how -- 
 
  9   I don't know how exactly -- maybe through com plexity 
 
 10   theory, where we really put all the factors i nto 
 
 11   play, or maybe -- well, all I know is, Japan made a 
 
 12   big mistake.  They built on a small island an d they 
 
 13   were hurt.  And we are not a large state.  Ev en 
 
 14   though we do have some mountains, for heaven' s sake, 
 
 15   let's keep those nuclear facilities out of ou r state. 
 
 16   (Applause.) 
 
 17  MR. MacALLISTER:  Susan Rodriguez followed 
 
 18   by Sarah Rodriguez. 
 
 19             MS. SUSAN RODRIGUEZ:  I'm going to go over 
 
 20   some of these points, because I agree with al l of 
 
 21   them, and to start with the first one I think  that's 
 
 22   important, a new nuclear facility will detrac t from 
 
 23   the cleanup of the existing mess.  So DOE mad e a 
 
 24   commitment to clean up the legacy waste at LA NL when 
 
 25   it signed the consent order with the New Mexi co 
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 1   Environment Department on March 1, 2005.  The order 
 
 2   requires cleanup of certain sites by December 31, 
 
 3   2015, including the area G dump site at Techni cal 
 
 4   Area 54.  Construction activities for a new nu clear 
 
 5   facility will interfere with these cleanup 
 
 6   activities.  DOE must devote taxpayer funds fo r 
 
 7   cleanup, not a new NF, which will only add to the 
 
 8   pollution. 
 
 9             Then I'll skip to another point abou t these 
 
 10   pits, 80 pits.  DOE must conduct a capacity s tudy to 
 
 11   determine whether the existing facilities can  be used 
 
 12   instead of building the proposed NF, which wo uld 
 
 13   increase pit manufacturing to at least 80 pit s a 
 
 14   year.  Now, I have the number 20 and it says here 
 
 15   existing facilities have sufficed since 1999,  when 
 
 16   DOE limited plutonium pit manufacturing to 20 , and I 
 
 17   thought that was a lot, but to go up to 80 is  
 
 18   absolutely crazy.  Since the US treaty obliga tions 
 
 19   forbid both new nuclear designs and increased  numbers 
 
 20   of nuclear weapons in the US arsenal, pits to  be 
 
 21   manufactured are touted as stockpiled steward ship, 
 
 22   which I have heard for the past 20 years here , for 
 
 23   maintaining existing nuclear weapons through 
 
 24   replacement of old pits.  There's something c alled 
 
 25   the Jason study, however, of aging plutonium that 
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 1   argues against the need for pit replacement wi thin 
 
 2   the next 100 years. 
 
 3             The manufacturing of these pits is 
 
 4   dangerous and the pollution is a threat to the  health 
 
 5   and safety of those living downwind and downst ream, 
 
 6   so that's us here in Albuquerque. 
 
 7             Los Alamos National Laboratories inh erited 
 
 8   the US pit manufacturing from Rocky Flats, whi ch was 
 
 9   one of my points.  Rocky Flats -- you should G oogle 
 
 10   that one.  We inherited that one, Rocky Flats , in 
 
 11   Colorado, just north of Denver, was a place w here 
 
 12   they produced these pits and they made such a  mess of 
 
 13   it that the FBI had to come down and close th em down 
 
 14   because they were about to poison the drinkin g water 
 
 15   of Denver. 
 
 16             Now, that is just news, guys.  You know, 
 
 17   this is just -- and so now we have CCNS that has 
 
 18   looked into the Buckman well and they have fo und 
 
 19   plutonium and all the other stuff that -- I'm  not a 
 
 20   nuclear person -- so it's all this stuff that  you 
 
 21   don't want in your drinking water, and here i n 
 
 22   Albuquerque we have not yet had -- the Albuqu erque 
 
 23   Water Utility Authority has not seen fit to e ven try 
 
 24   to test that.  You can't test for this enough  because 
 
 25   it will go through.  It's so small, you have to test 
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 1   for this much, and you don't even want to brea the in 
 
 2   any of that plutonium.  It's deadly.  The mone y spent 
 
 3   on unusable nuclear weapons is nuts for econom ic 
 
 4   growth. 
 
 5             This is the last point, but I think the 
 
 6   Republicans ought to pay attention to this.  I t goes 
 
 7   down the black hole of corporate pockets. 
 
  8   Los Alamos, the richest county per capita in the 
 
 9   United States, does not need US budgetary char ity, 
 
 10   but it consumes the lion's share of federal f unds 
 
 11   coming to New Mexico.  The rest of New Mexico , one of 
 
 12   the nation's poorest states, cries out for th e 
 
 13   fulfillment of real human needs.  Money for 
 
 14   education, health care, green jobs, renewable  energy, 
 
 15   public transportation, would all keep circula ting and 
 
 16   get our money growing again -- get our econom y 
 
 17   growing again.  Thank you.  Let's put some sa nity 
 
 18   into this.  (Applause.) 
 
 19             MR. MacALLISTER:  Sarah Rodriguez, followed 
 
 20   by Manuel Pino. 
 
 21             MS. SARAH RODRIGUEZ:  My name is Sa rah.  I 
 
 22   am currently a chemistry major and a dual Spa nish 
 
 23   major at the University of New Mexico.  I'm o nly 22. 
 
 24   Be these plutonium pits will hurt my generati on and 
 
 25   the one after that.  I have known my friends -- I 
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 1   have had some friends who have died of cancer who are 
 
 2   my age.  I do not want anybody to have that fe eling 
 
 3   of loss.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 4             MR. MacALLISTER:  Manuel Pino, follo wed by 
 
 5   Joni Arends. 
 
 6             MR. MANUEL PINO:  (In Navajo.)  My n ame is 
 
 7   Manuel Pino, from Acoma Pueblo.  My entire lif e I 
 
 8   grew up in what is known as the Grants mineral  belt. 
 
 9   The Grants mineral belt is one of the largest 
 
 10   ore-producing areas in the world.  This 50-ye ar 
 
 11   legacy of the nuclear industry in our backyar d has 
 
 12   caused nothing but pain and suffering for Lag una, 
 
 13   Acoma, and Navajo people in Cibola and McKinl ey 
 
 14   Counties, extending into the Navajo Nation in  
 
 15   Arizona. 
 
 16             It does not surprise me, standing h ere as 
 
 17   an indigenous man, that the United States Gov ernment 
 
 18   is again breaking another treaty, the nuclear  
 
 19   proliferation treaty.  The United States Gove rnment 
 
 20   has broken over 500 to this day.  In this 50- year 
 
 21   legacy, we have experienced the Jackpile Mine , the 
 
 22   largest open pit uranium mine in the world.  The 
 
 23   Homestake Mill, consistently from the mid-195 0s 
 
 24   through the 1980s, one of the largest mill pr oducers 
 
 25   in the world.  We have experienced the Church  Rock 
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 1  spill, 15 miles east of Gallup, considered alon g with 
 
 2   Three Mile Island as the worst nuclear acciden t in 
 
 3   the United States.  Japan and Canada are curre ntly 
 
 4   proposing a mine and mill north of our sacred 
 
  5   mountain, Mt. Taylor, which recently received  a 
 
 6   traditional cultural property designation by t he 
 
 7   State Historic Preservation Office of New Mexi co that 
 
 8   was challenged by the mining industry and pro- nuclear 
 
 9   populations in Cibola County, and the TCP desi gnation 
 
 10   was reversed. 
 
 11             I know that in close proximity to 
 
 12   Los Alamos we have numerous sacred sites that  are 
 
 13   sacred to San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, Ohkay O wingeh, 
 
 14   Tesuque, and numerous others of our sister pu eblos in 
 
 15   the north.  And you know, I have learned hist orically 
 
 16   that many of these impacts to the pueblos wer e 
 
 17   after-the-fact realization.  And again, I wan t to 
 
 18   make sure that there is full consultation of pueblo 
 
 19   people in those northern pueblos, that they h ave free 
 
 20   prior and informed consent in this decision-m aking 
 
  21   process, as we were denied that in the Grant s mineral 
 
 22   belt in many of these historical contaminatio n 
 
 23   legacies.  We have cancer clusters in our com munity, 
 
 24   both of working and nonworking populations to day. 
 
 25   You go to my people and ask them if they want  any 
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 1   form of nuclear energy. 
 
 2             You know, it's hard for us to concei ve as 
 
 3   indigenous peoples, when we were studying the 
 
 4   Jackpile Mine, that of the 24 million tons of ore, 
 
 5   over 90 percent of that went to one source, th e 
 
 6   Department of Defense, to make weapons of mass  
 
 7 destruction.  When we tell our elders that this big 
 
 8   hole in their front yard was going for that pu rpose, 
 
 9   they were appalled.  They were blown away. 
 
 10             We have lived with the contaminatio n of the 
 
  11   nuclear industry not only in the Grants mine ral belt, 
 
 12   but if you go to western Shoshoni land in Nev ada, 
 
 13   they were the most bombed nation in the world  before 
 
 14   the aboveground testing was banned.  If you g o to 
 
 15   northern Saskatchewan today, where Dineh and Cree 
 
 16   people live, you'll find the most intense min ed and 
 
 17   milled area of North America.  We are sick an d tired 
 
 18   of disproportionately providing unsafe energy  to this 
 
 19   country, and we want it to stop.  (Applause.)  
 
 20             MR. MacALLISTER:  Joan Arends, foll owed by 
 
 21   M. J. Mahan. 
 
 22             MS. JONI ARENDS:  Good evening.  My  name is 
 
 23 Joni Arends.  I'm with Concerned Citizens for N uclear 
 
 24   Safety.  I would like to talk about the need for a 
 
 25   public hearing exactly the same as this in th e Taos 
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 1   community.  Mayor Darren Cordova asked for a h earing. 
 
 2   He was denied, but offered a briefing.  Sixty people 
 
 3   in the Taos region signed a petition in suppor t of 
 
 4   the mayor's request.  Thirty nongovernmental 
 
 5   organizations and four individuals signed a se parate 
 
 6   letter asking for hearing in Taos.  And one of  the 
 
 7   justifications for the request was because tha t 
 
 8   community was in the plume of the Cerro Grande  fire 
 
 9   for weeks and the plume was orange. 
 
 10             So I would like to renew that reque st for a 
 
 11   hearing just like this, where people could ma ke 
 
 12   public comments, where they can hear one anot her, the 
 
 13   same type of hearing as here in Albuquerque, as will 
 
 14   be held in Los Alamos tomorrow night, in Espa nola on 
 
 15   Wednesday night, and in Santa Fe on Thursday night. 
 
 16   There's plenty of time between now and the en d of the 
 
 17   comment period on June 28th for a public hear ing in 
 
 18   the Taos community.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 19             MR. MacALLISTER:  M. J. Mahan, foll owed by 
 
 20   David Bacon. 
 
 21             MS. M.J. MAHAN:  I'd like to yield to 
 
 22   Mr. Hancock, if he's still here. 
 
 23             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you, ma'am.   Is 
 
 24   Mr. Hancock? 
 
 25             MR. HANCOCK:  I'm glad to speak.  I 'd like 
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 1   to let the other people go ahead, and I'll spe ak at 
 
 2   the end, if necessary.  If you have something to say, 
 
 3   feel free to say it. 
 
 4             MS. M.J. MAHAN:  Okay.  Well, I was very 
 
 5   anxious to hear some positive suggestions.  I' m very 
 
 6   much against building more bombs.  I have been  way up 
 
 7   in the Arctic Circle, where you could look ove r and 
 
 8   see where the Russians were doing their atomic  work 
 
 9   and their pollution, and it frightens the life  out of 
 
 10   me.  I went up in the Gutenhurten (phonetic) in 
 
 11   Norway.  There's plenty up there. 
 
 12             More and more, it becomes obvious t hat we 
 
 13   are one world, and what we do in one place af fects 
 
 14   everything else.  I was here in New Mexico as  a 
 
 15   child, long before the '50s.  We moved out, g ot 
 
 16   transferred.  My dad got transferred out in 1 942.  My 
 
 17   great grandmother was here.  She was principa l of 
 
 18   First Ward School. 
 
 19             I came back here from New Orleans.  I don't 
 
 20   have much.  I had a wonderful life as a teach er, and 
 
 21   I loved it in Catholic schools.  But I didn't  get 
 
 22   much money, and all I had was my little home in New 
 
 23   Orleans, my home for 25 years, and I thought with the 
 
 24   hurricanes coming, with the threat to one of the 
 
 25   largest ports in the United States, I thought , well, 
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 1   I'm going to go back home to my querencia, the  land 
 
 2   where my family came from seven generations ag o. 
 
 3             So I came back.  Little did I know t hat I 
 
 4   was sitting right on top of Sandia Labs.  And we know 
 
 5   that because people finally wouldn't be quiet,  they 
 
 6   have finally listened to us, and they're drill ing 
 
 7   more wells, and we know that the pollution is 
 
 8   spreading, spreading, spreading. 
 
 9             So it's a very sad thing.  New Mexic o's a 
 
 10   wonderful place.  I grew up here.  My mom and  dad 
 
 11   would sing the song, "Oh, fair New Mexico, we  love, 
 
 12   we love you so."  They met at UNM in the 1920 s, late 
 
 13   '20s. 
 
 14             So anyway, I do hope that a solutio n can be 
 
 15   found.  I'm glad that people are at least let ting us 
 
 16   speak.  I wish they would listen.  That's my hope, 
 
 17   that they will listen, and that we will get o ur land 
 
 18   back, our beautiful New Mexico.  Thank you. 
 
 19   (Applause.) 
 
 20             MR. MacALLISTER:  David Bacon. 
 
 21             MR. DAVID BACON:  I come to these e vents to 
 
 22   talk to, you know, my fellow human beings.  I  was at 
 
 23   a committee that Senator Bingaman chaired thr ee weeks 
 
 24   ago in Santa Fe.  He's the head of Energy and  Natural 
 
 25   Resources, and he was presented with the data  on 
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 1   what's going to happen to the Colorado and Rio  Grande 
 
 2   river basins due to climate change.  And it wa s 
 
 3   serious data that he had received, you know.  We're 
 
  4   just starting to crash and burn when it comes  to our 
 
 5   own river basins.  River flows will diminish, snow 
 
 6   pack will diminish, storms will get heavier bu t less 
 
 7   frequent.  He came out of that meeting shaken,  and 
 
 8   Paula Garcia, the head of the acequia associat ion, 
 
 9   said in the paper the next day she was shocked  at 
 
 10   what she heard. 
 
 11             Now, that $6 billion that we're goi ng to 
 
 12   throw away or the DOE is going to throw away -- well, 
 
 13   $6 billion and counting that they're going to  throw 
 
 14   away -- would translate into 10,000 jobs at $ 30 an 
 
 15   hour over ten years.  We know what we need to  do. 
 
 16  DOE doesn't know anything.  TEPCO didn't know 
 
 17   anything.  BP didn't know anything.  The Army  Corps 
 
 18   of Engineers didn't know anything.  Nature al ways 
 
 19   wins.  It always wins.  We might as well get used to 
 
  20   that and start planning for the future that we know 
 
 21   is coming, rather than pretending that we can  build 
 
 22   these things and that we know what will happe n. 
 
 23             Fukushima.  The damage occurred dur ing the 
 
 24   earthquake, not the tsunami.  They know that now. 
 
 25   And they know that the level of the meltdown 
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 1   astonished those so-called experts in Fukushim a. 
 
 2   What we have to do -- and it was clear in the 
 
 3   testimony to Senator Bingaman -- we have to be gin 
 
 4   restoration of our watersheds.  We have to beg in 
 
 5   restoration of our grasslands.  We have to beg in the 
 
 6   massive deployment of nonwater-consumptive cle an 
 
 7   energy that doesn't create any waste.  We have  to put 
 
 8   people to work.  To do this, we have to create  
 
 9   healthy soils, we have to create healthy river  
 
 10   systems, we have to create health in our own natural 
 
 11   resources again. 
 
 12             This isn't rocket science, fortunat ely. 
 
 13   With just this money, we could begin a seriou s 
 
 14   endeavor to at least stave off what we know i s going 
 
 15   to be happening to our river basins.  I would  hope 
 
 16   that we can begin now to focus on this, and t o 
 
 17   completely pull money out of DOE and Los Alam os.  We 
 
 18   should not spend another dime up there. 
 
 19             We now know how to restore -- a lot  of 
 
 20   people who are outside the sort of traditiona l 
 
 21   scientific community know how to restore gras slands, 
 
 22   river sheds, and so forth, watersheds.  We kn ow how 
 
 23   to do it.  We should be putting all our money  into 
 
 24   these people, into the small communities in t he rural 
 
 25   areas, into the damaged forests and the damag ed 
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 1   watersheds that have been damaged because we'v e 
 
 2   pushed our energy to the limit.  We push every thing 
 
 3   to the limit.  We have to back off.  We have t o start 
 
 4   working with nature.  We know that, and we oug ht to 
 
 5   get on with it, and I don't think we can chang e the 
 
 6   focus of DOE, but we can create an entirely ne w 
 
 7   restorative scientific and civil community and  begin 
 
 8   to save the planet.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 9             MR. MacALLISTER:  Has everybody who 
 
 10   completed a registration form had a chance to  speak? 
 
 11   Has anybody not had a chance to speak who com pleted 
 
 12   one? 
 
 13             Okay.  How many people who are stil l 
 
 14   present are interested in making another comm ent? 
 
 15   Three?  Okay.  We have time.  And I'd also li ke to 
 
 16   remind you again that you have unlimited time  and 
 
 17   unlimited numbers of opportunities to submit comments 
 
 18   through the other venues in the back corner, and 
 
 19   venues like the mail, phone, and fax.  So ton ight is 
 
 20  not by any means your only opportunity.  In ad dition, 
 
 21   we have the other three meetings. 
 
 22             Sir, is there a question? 
 
 23             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Yes.  How can your 
 
 24   calculations for the facility site be correct  when 
 
 25   you can't even calculate that there was plent y of 
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 1   time for five-minute presentations rather than  
 
 2   three-minute presentations?  It's now 7:00, an d this 
 
 3   is supposed to run until 9:00.  That's two mor e 
 
 4   hours.  You know?  That's a pretty poor calcul ation 
 
 5   on your part, and a lot of interruption of a l ot of 
 
 6   people that wanted to say something in a cohes ive, 
 
 7   coherent manner.  So you have insulted this au dience 
 
 8   by your ineffectual and improper rule-making. 
 
 9             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you, sir, fo r the 
 
  10   comment.  And just for the record, two point s.  I 
 
 11   apologize if anybody did feel intimidated by my 
 
 12   standing here.  The intention was to facilita te 
 
 13   everybody being able to turn through -- it wa sn't 
 
  14   available to me at the outset how many peopl e may 
 
 15   still be registering and coming through, so I  was 
 
 16   intent on making sure that everybody had a ch ance to 
 
 17   at least make their comment. 
 
 18  Secondly, I can't speak to the calculation. 
 
 19   I take the number that I'm told as the facili tator. 
 
 20   So at this point, I would like to start the s econd 
 
 21   round, and invite people in the order that th ey 
 
 22   raised their hand to come and speak.  Ma'am? 
 
 23             NUMBER 16:  The other thing that DO E 
 
 24   doesn't get is that people don't trust you.  There's 
 
 25   no trust built, and trust is earned, so that when 
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 1   you're speaking, you know, Bechtel babble, peo ple 
 
 2   don't trust you.  You broke trust.  There's no  reason 
 
 3   for anybody to trust any of you. 
 
  4             MR. MacALLISTER:  Okay.  The commen t -- 
 
 5   since it wasn't on the mic, I'm not sure it wa s 
 
 6   picked up.  But the comment was that there is no 
 
 7   reason to trust us, that the calculations brok e 
 
 8   trust; is that it? 
 
 9             NUMBER 16:  No, just in general.  Pe ople 
 
 10   have no reason to trust you. 
 
 11             MR. MacALLISTER:  Understood.  Okay .  So 
 
 12   other people who would like to approach the m ic and 
 
 13   make a comment, please raise your hand, and I 'll call 
 
 14   you in the order of your hand raised. 
 
 15             Sir, in the yellow shirt. 
 
 16             MR. DENNIS HOLLOWAY:  Just one more  comment 
 
  17   from an architect.  You know, Fukushima is o n all of 
 
 18   our minds right now.  If it isn't, it should be.  And 
 
 19   you should be reading online what actually is  going 
 
 20   on, because there's a news blackout.  Tokyo p eople 
 
 21   are being very, very highly radiated right no w, and 
 
 22   we're not hearing it on our news.  I want to say 
 
 23   that, you know, when Fukushima was built, I'm  sure 
 
 24   that jobs were the big issue in those countie s, 
 
 25   weren't they?  They convinced the counties th at 
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 1   they're going to get lots of work.  But you kn ow, the 
 
 2   difference between that and what we're talking  about 
 
 3   here, which is potential job creation, is that  people 
 
 4   know what a nuclear reactor is and how it work s.  We 
 
 5   don't know what's going to be done inside that  
 
 6   building, because it's a security problem, and  we're 
 
 7   not going to be told.  So why should we do car te 
 
 8   blanche and say on an earthquake fault and vol canic 
 
 9   area that this kind of a very sensitive proces sing 
 
 10 facility should be built on a 50-foot hole with  
 
 11   concrete it in, or a 100-foot hole with concr ete in 
 
 12   it? 
 
 13             I don't care.  As an architect, thi s is 
 
 14   total psycho babble.  There's no sense to it 
 
 15   structurally, and everybody in this room who I don't 
 
 16   see again -- we should talk and we should try  to find 
 
 17   a way to get an analysis of that whole idea b ecause 
 
 18   that's the weak point here.  There is no stru ctural 
 
 19   rational basis for implementing this kind of 
 
 20   sensitive process. 
 
 21             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you, sir.  Who 
 
 22   would like to speak next?  Ma'am. 
 
 23             MS. M.J. MAHAN:  Thank you.  One of  the big 
 
 24   issues I feel is the job issue.  And there ar e so 
 
 25   many different ways to create jobs that are p ositive, 
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  1   instead of putting all our money into somethi ng that 
 
 2   is going to -- I mean, it's a war issue.  I me an, why 
 
 3   do we want to put all of our funds into someth ing 
 
 4   that is only a war implement?  I just can't se e it. 
 
 5   I feel like if we were to put that money, like  these 
 
 6   people said, into agriculture -- although 
 
 7   agriculture, I think we put so much housing in to 
 
 8   New Mexico now, I don't know if we can ever ha ve 
 
 9   agriculture again, the way we had it. 
 
 10             And this is one of the things I fel t was a 
 
 11   device.  Years ago, there was so much empty l and, and 
 
 12   you could look for miles.  And now when you g o from 
 
 13   here to Santa Fe, you see nothing but buildin gs and, 
 
 14   you know, different structures, casinos, mist er from 
 
 15   Acoma there.  You know, it has changed.  And I always 
 
 16   said we were not the largest state.  I grew u p in 
 
 17   Minnesota.  And there are 10,000 lakes in Min nesota. 
 
 18   The water will never deplete there. 
 
 19             But I had a vision one time of how about 
 
 20   transporting water to places where it's neede d? 
 
 21   California did it.  And they brought plenty o f water 
 
 22   from up north down into southern California.  And 
 
 23   they have beautiful aquifers there.  And this  is one 
 
 24   thing we could do.  And there are all sorts o f dreams 
 
 25   that I have.  But one of them is not blowing up 
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 1   things. 
 
 2             Somehow something has happened to 
 
 3  New Mexico.  We never thought that way years ag o.  I 
 
 4   came here in 1966.  My husband died in Vietnam , and I 
 
 5   had to be the full support of my three childre n and 
 
 6   myself.  New Mexico gave me a house to live in , gave 
 
 7   me a good job, I was a teacher for 30 years he re, 53 
 
 8   altogether.  And you know, I count my blessing s.  But 
 
 9   I don't want them ruined.  I do not want New M exico 
 
 10   ruined by a nuclear explosion or anything to do with 
 
 11   it. 
 
 12             You know, frankly, I don't think yo u people 
 
 13   know what you're doing.  I have heard not one  word 
 
 14   from you people about -- or haven't seen any charts 
 
 15   like I see over at the Cesar Chavez place whe n 
 
 16   Kirtland gives a demonstration.  You haven't given 
 
 17   one iota of information of what you really wa nt to 
 
 18   do.  You only give it in the papers and the 
 
 19   journalists mess it up anyway.  They don't kn ow what 
 
 20   they're saying.  I'm sorry, but that is the t ruth. 
 
 21   Sometimes I look at them and, you know, I rea lly feel 
 
 22   sorry for the mentality of the news reports o n this. 
 
  23   And you know, if we had some booklets or som ething -- 
 
 24   but you brought nothing, and yet you expect u s to 
 
 25   welcome you with open arms, and I'm not sure I want 
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 1   that kind of bienvenidos aqui. 
 
 2             MR. MacALLISTER:  Sir, you had your hand 
 
 3   up.  Is there somebody else who would like to -- you 
 
 4   will be next, sir. 
 
 5             MR. CARRILLO RODRIGUEZ BEJERANO:  On e of 
 
 6   the points of -- my name is Carrillo Rodriguez  
 
 7   Bejerano, and I'm a 22-year resident of the st ate of 
 
 8   New Mexico, if that helps you.  One of the poi nts 
 
 9   that this particular society such as ours that  we are 
 
 10   told -- developed society -- is the fact that  we 
 
 11   think that we are rational in several of the things 
 
 12   that we do.  Just tonight, just a simple poin t, we 
 
 13 were not even able to calculate how much time w e 
 
 14   actually had available for comments.  This is  just a 
 
 15   very simple proof of -- how shall I put it --  how 
 
 16   ignorant we are of everything that we are try ing to 
 
  17   do. 
 
 18             Now, to me, the question of this nu clear 
 
 19   weapons is a total -- it just has no logic 
 
 20   whatsoever.  It has no logic for one particul ar point 
 
 21   to begin with.  If we were ever going to go i nto a 
 
 22   war with another nation that also had nuclear  
 
 23   weapons, we would all be in real serious trou ble.  It 
 
 24   would be not a question of, "Oh, we're just g oing to 
 
 25   wait another 50 years and all this Agent Oran ge will 
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 1   dissipate into the vegetation or whatever we b ombed 
 
 2   over there in Vietnam," or, "Well, you know, w e 
 
 3   didn't find weapons of mass destruction there in 
 
 4   Iraq, but they were there indeed.  That's why we 
 
 5   thought they would be there," and so on and so  forth. 
 
 6             But in the case of a nuclear war, we  don't 
 
 7  get it.  We would all reap that particular good  thing 
 
 8   of having these devices that are capable of 
 
 9   destroying humanity many times over.  So to me , that 
 
 10   is not logical. 
 
 11             Secondly, it is not logical either that we 
 
 12   expect all this money, billions and billions,  as the 
 
 13   gentleman just said, counting on something th at we 
 
 14   could not possibly use, while at the same tim e we are 
 
 15   arguing that senior citizens should give up s ome of 
 
 16   their particular hard-earned rights to having  
 
 17   Medicare and also Medicaid, although not nece ssarily 
 
 18   for seniors, but the Medicare and the Social Security 
 
 19   that was fought by those who came behind us, simply 
 
 20   because we don't have enough money, but we do  have 
 
 21   enough money, we think we have enough money, to spend 
 
 22   billions of dollars on that particular foolis h 
 
 23   enterprise in Los Alamos.  Build more nuclear  
 
 24   weapons.  What for?  Whom are we going to att ack with 
 
 25   these things?  Are we going to be able to def end 
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 1   ourselves if someone throws a nuclear weapon a t us? 
 
 2   Of course we will.  And we will throw a nuclea r 
 
 3   weapon at them.  To what effect?  We would all  
 
 4   perish.  So we could then say, "Oh, well, that  place 
 
 5   was after all safe.  That particular fault, we ll, 
 
 6   what does it matter anymore?" 
 
 7             No, it's not just putting it in some where 
 
 8   else.  It's not just saying, "Oh, well, I don' t want 
 
  9   it here in the state of New Mexico."  I don't  want it 
 
 10   anywhere in the world.  The world is a beauti ful 
 
 11   place.  There's not just our state.  It's the  entire 
 
 12   planet, which is a beautiful place.  We shoul d simply 
 
 13   not have it.  Yes, there's no foundation for this 
 
 14   thing.  Structurally speaking, this is stupid ity at 
 
 15   the highest degree, and it's very costly.  Th ank you. 
 
 16   (Applause.) 
 
 17  BOB:  My name is Bob and I have been coming 
 
 18   to these hearings for about 30 years.  What's  that 
 
 19   definition of insanity?  If you keep doing th e same 
 
 20   thing over and over again and you expect diff erent 
 
  21   results?  It's not happening, you know?  And  I have 
 
 22   been sitting back there listening to people t alk and 
 
 23   trying to figure out, what is it going to tak e to 
 
 24   really stop these people?  And the only thing  that I 
 
 25   can see that's going to stop them is the same  thing 
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 1   that happened in Tunisia and the same thing th at 
 
 2   happened in Egypt.  People are going to have t o stand 
 
 3   up to the powers that be in this country and s ay, 
 
 4   "We're not going to take it anymore.  We're no t going 
 
 5   to do it anymore.  We're mad as hell, that you 're 
 
 6   spending the money that we give you to kill us . 
 
 7   We're tired of it." 
 
 8             And I don't understand where all the  young 
 
 9   people are, you know.  All the people -- I mea n, I 
 
 10   just don't understand.  Do they not care?  Is  our 
 
 11   educational system so screwed up that they ca n't even 
 
 12   see what's in their own self's best interest?   You 
 
 13   know?  I don't understand.  Are we so propaga ndized 
 
 14   by the TV and the media that people don't und erstand 
 
 15   what's at stake?  I guess people aren't going  to be 
 
 16   in the street until we can't drink the water anymore 
 
 17   and we can't breathe the air, but it will be too late 
 
 18   then, you know. It will be too late.  (Applau se.) 
 
 19             MR. MacALLISTER:  Mr. Hancock, and is there 
 
 20   somebody else who wants to speak after Mr. Ha ncock? 
 
 21   Pam and Sarah. 
 
 22             MR. DON HANCOCK:  So let's get some  numbers 
 
 23   out so that we, the guinea pigs in Albuquerqu e, can 
 
 24   help John and Roger and the rest of the folks  at the 
 
 25   forthcoming hearings. 
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 1             These hearings were noticed for publ ic 
 
 2   comment between 5:45 and 9:00.  At five minute s 
 
 3   apiece, that means 39 people can speak.  Nobod y needs 
 
 4   to be cut off.  So tonight, the first round, t here 
 
 5   were 23 people who spoke.  So there was no rea son at 
 
 6   all to cut off the comments. 
 
 7             Those of us who have been at many he arings 
 
 8   had said to Roger and other people in advance.   "Give 
 
 9   people five minutes.  Some people will take th em.  A 
 
 10   lot of people will not take all of the five m inutes." 
 
 11             So the rule of thumb that I would a rgue you 
 
 12   should use for the forthcoming hearings, unle ss you 
 
 13   have 45 people or more signed up, give them f ive 
 
 14   minutes.  You'll still be through on time.  S o that's 
 
 15   one number that you need to think about. 
 
 16             Another number that you need to thi nk about 
 
 17   are your own regulations.  The Department of Energy's 
 
 18   own regulations say that notice for any publi c 
 
 19   hearing has to be provided 15 days in advance . 
 
 20   Unfortunately, the Department of Energy can't  count 
 
 21   to 15 in this case, because this Albuquerque hearing 
 
 22   was not noticed 15 days in advance.  The card  that I 
 
 23   received in the mail from John arrived to me on May 
 
 24   19th.  Four days.  Not 15 days.  Four days be fore the 
 
 25   hearing.  The legal Federal Register notice f or this 
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 1   hearing was May 16th, last Monday.  That's sev en 
 
  2   days, not 15 days before the event. 
 
 3             So once again, this is another examp le, and 
 
 4   I'm going to go into a couple of more.  I have  
 
 5   already mentioned the fact of how illegal the 
 
 6   document is.  This particular hearing was not 
 
 7   properly noticed.  That's a big problem.  The 
 
 8   Department of Energy can't count, can't follow  its 
 
 9   own regulations in terms of the minimal things  about 
 
 10   the law. 
 
 11             Let me give another number from the ir own 
 
 12   document.  The document says that the preferr ed 
 
 13   alternative building, the shiny new bomb plan t at 
 
 14   Los Alamos, that's the only alternative they' re 
 
 15   considering -- that plant is supposed to oper ate for 
 
 16   50 years.  Five-zero.  During that time, if i t were 
 
 17   to operate, every year it creates waste, nucl ear 
 
 18   waste.  And so the alternative that has to be  
 
 19   considered is where is the disposal site in 
 
 20   conjunction with this facility for the low-le vel 
 
 21   waste and the transuranic waste that this fac ility is 
 
 22   going to create through the year 2070, using their 
 
 23   numbers that it starts operating about 2020, 2022, 
 
 24   and operates for 50 years?  So where is the w aste 
 
 25   site? 
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 1  So the alternative -- this document also 
 
 2   has to look at the alternative of a permanent waste 
 
 3   site at Los Alamos for all the waste that this  
 
 4   facility is going to create.  In looking at th at, it 
 
  5   needs to consider a couple of things.  It nee ds to 
 
 6   consider the testimony you heard from Manny Pi no, and 
 
 7   that other Department of Energy people have he ard 
 
 8   over the years from folks at San Ildefonso and  Santa 
 
 9   Clara and other pueblos about how this would b e 
 
 10   degradation of their sacred sites. 
 
 11             That is not in this document.  That 's why 
 
 12   you need to do a new document, start over, an d get 
 
  13   this kind of information in.  And you need t o 
 
 14   understand that the Department of Energy has no 
 
 15   disposal site that's even on its planning goi ng out 
 
 16   to 2070 for these kinds of wastes.  So this d ocument 
 
 17   needs to discuss the alternatives to do that.  
 
 18             The other thing that needs to be sa id is 
 
 19   that when you can't calculate numbers like 39  times 
 
 20   five minutes is three hours and 15 minutes, y ou can't 
 
 21   count to 15, in terms of adequate notice, you  can't 
 
 22   comply with your own regulations, that does n ot 
 
 23   inspire public confidence that you can operat e the 
 
 24   existing facilities at Los Alamos or any new facility 
 
 25   like you're talking about doing in this docum ent. 
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 1   You need to go back and start over and come ba ck to 
 
 2   us when you have real reasonable alternatives and 
 
 3   real rigorous analysis that the law requires y ou to 
 
 4   do.  (Applause.) 
 
 5             MR. MacALLISTER:  Ma'am. 
 
 6             NUMBER 16:  I also want to make one more 
 
 7 comment.  People think that there's security in 
 
 8   Los Alamos and that people are watching.  A co uple 
 
 9   weekends ago, I was driving down from the Jeme z and 
 
 10   there were a couple of kids with paint ball t hings 
 
  11   that had gotten under the fence into the lab  proper. 
 
 12   There was no security there. 
 
 13             The other thing that I'm thinking o f is 
 
 14   when the Cerro Grande fire happened, that was  one 
 
 15   match essentially lit on a windy day, and whe n you 
 
 16   see the response in Los Alamos of what happen ed on 
 
 17   that day, nobody knew what they were doing.  I mean, 
 
 18   Bandelier said that it was Santa Fe.  Santa F e said 
 
  19   Los Alamos should come in.  The labs waited a long 
 
 20   time, you know, until it was right at the fen ce.  So 
 
 21   if you can't get the Cerro Grande fire right,  how are 
 
 22   they going to get something bigger correct?  Right? 
 
 23             And so people have a very naive ide a that 
 
 24   there's security in Los Alamos.  They're asle ep at 
 
 25   the wheel.  If somebody wanted to go in and r eally 
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 1   hurt Los Alamos and the world, it would only t ake -- 
 
 2   they're not paying attention in the air waves up 
 
 3   there that, you know, there's a little small a irport. 
 
 4   I mean, a little Cessna coming through Los Ala mos -- 
 
 5   I mean, think on it.  They haven't second-gues sed 
 
 6   what other people already know, that there's n o 
 
 7   security in Los Alamos.  People aren't paying 
 
 8   attention.  It's a false sense of security up there. 
 
 9   Again, why risk it?  You know?  (Applause.) 
 
 10             MR. MacALLISTER:  Ma'am, I believe you were 
 
 11   next? 
 
 12             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Thank you.  
 
  13   Whether we are employed with the federal gov ernment 
 
 14   or not, we know that these public hearings ar e mere 
 
 15   rituals and that what we say here has little 
 
 16   significance in what will be done because we' re on a 
 
 17   coast-to-coast federal reservation, and if we  studied 
 
 18   the dynamics of control of the individual tri bal 
 
 19   reservations at the beginning of the 1800s, w e will 
 
 20   see the same dynamics being played out coast to 
 
 21   coast.  The solution and how it should be per formed 
 
 22   remains the question, and is to remove who's at the 
 
 23   helm, because those people at the helm have n othing 
 
 24   to do with the people, we the people.  We nee d to 
 
 25   quit talking about "we" when we describe what  they 
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 1   are doing.  We need to make a distinction betw een the 
 
 2   people's will and the will of the master, and unless 
 
 3   we do that clearly and in public forums, we wi ll not 
 
 4   be able to gain the attention of those who are  
 
 5   totally uninformed. 
 
 6             Such hearings as these, with all the  
 
 7   electronic mediums we have, should be televise d and 
 
 8   broadcast in their entirety.  Announcements sh ould 
 
 9   have been made about these meetings on the ele ctronic 
 
 10   waves, as well as in the newspapers.  The fac t 
 
 11   remains that there are people in control who really 
 
 12   do not want public comment.  It's merely a ri tual to 
 
 13   be endured.  I'm reminded of a saying of Patr ick 
 
 14   Henry, one of the early revolutionaries of th is 
 
 15   country, after the British Empire was dethron ed here, 
 
 16   and for a short time, Patrick Henry and his 
 
 17   compatriots had an idea of self-government.  Well, 
 
 18   that got waylaid with the passage of the fede ral 
 
 19   constitution, a mere 11 years after the concl usion of 
 
 20   the Revolutionary War.  This history is not r eally 
 
 21   highlighted in the mainstream curricula of th e public 
 
 22   schools or the universities, so we don't know  the 
 
 23   history.  But Patrick Henry understated the c ase when 
 
 24   he stated, "To erect and concentrate and perp etuate a 
 
 25   large money interest must, in the course of h uman 
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 1   events, create one of two evils."  We have bot h. 
 
 2   "The prostration of agriculture at the feet of  
 
 3   commerce and the change in the federal governm ent 
 
  4   fatal to American liberty." 
 
 5             Under this private commercial jurisd iction 
 
 6   that we now live or reside under, owned by the  owners 
 
 7   of the World Bank, the IMF, and the Federal Re serve 
 
 8   Bank, the cartel in this country, you know, 
 
 9   everything is prostrated to the feet of commer ce. 
 
 10             But there's also a larger plan of w orld 
 
 11   domination.  This nation is considered a pote ntial 
 
 12   threat to the new world order, because we hav e that 
 
 13   history of the era of such people as Patrick Henry. 
 
 14   If we can revive that history and remember wh at it 
 
 15   was about and reinitiate the revival of the s pirit of 
 
  16   the American Revolution, the new world order 's plans 
 
 17   will be waylaid for another couple hundred ye ars.  So 
 
 18   to subdue awareness, we are piddling around w ith the 
 
 19   peripheral issues and not getting to the core  issues: 
 
 20   Who's in control of our lives?  It's not us.  Does 
 
 21   talking to these people and petitioning them change 
 
 22   their course of action?  I don't think so.  I n fact, 
 
 23   if you read the Declaration of Independence, one very 
 
 24   prominent phrase that sticks out in my mind i s, "our 
 
 25   repeated petitions have been answered only by  
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 1   repeated injury," and as Bob Hagee said when h e was 
 
 2   up there, we've been doing this for 30 years, and is 
 
 3   repeating the same methods and expecting a dif ferent 
 
 4   result insanity, or are we fooling ourselves? 
 
 5  There has to be a different course of 
 
 6   action.  Out here talking to each other, and m ocking 
 
 7   the establishment doesn't work.  We need to co nsider 
 
 8   how do we remove malevolent criminal syndicate s from 
 
  9   the control of this country?  How are we goin g to do 
 
 10   that?  And if we don't ask ourselves that que stion, 
 
 11   we'll never get on the road to usurp the auth ority of 
 
 12   people who have no allegiance to this country .  Their 
 
 13   allegiance is to a new world order.  They wan t to 
 
 14   subdue this nation, and they're working on it  with 
 
 15   many different projects, and they're doing a bad job 
 
 16   of it, and all of us will be victims of that if we 
 
 17   let them continue and institute a tyrannical 
 
 18   totalitarian regime. 
 
 19             MR. MacALLISTER:  Who would like to  speak 
 
 20   next? 
 
 21             MS. SUSAN RODRIGUEZ:  And as some s peakers 
 
 22   were talking about the danger of an accident up in 
 
 23   Los Alamos, I'm sure those of us know about 2 ,500. 
 
 24   Does that number ring a bell?  Aren't there m issiles 
 
 25   down there at Kirtland -- and they don't say whether 
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 1   it's there or not, but there were missiles in that 
 
 2   carved-out mountain, and they pulled it out an d now 
 
 3   it's down at Kirtland.  And the question that we 
 
 4   asked the city council is, "Well, you have the se 
 
 5   missiles.  What is your plan for the City of 
 
 6   Albuquerque, for us to get out of here or do 
 
 7   something?"  Like, "Oh, great, I-40." 
 
 8             I remember I had to go up to Santa F e and 
 
 9   the president came into town, and Paseo -- I l ive on 
 
 10   that side -- I was stuck there in traffic for  half an 
 
 11   hour.  I was late to that meeting, which turn ed out 
 
 12   to be awful.  Maybe Joni remembers that.  It was a 
 
 13   company that was going to say they didn't fin d 
 
 14   anything in the Buckman well.  They were so 
 
 15   disrespectful.  Here the company is getting m oney to 
 
 16   look at a project and had the poster right up  here 
 
 17   and us sitting back there.  It was the most 
 
 18   disrespectful presentation I have ever seen.  And it 
 
 19   was infuriating.  And when they would talk to  you, 
 
 20   they were using pieces of paper on a board an d 
 
 21   markers.  It was really kindergarten stuff. 
 
 22             I'm not as well-educated in the sci ences as 
 
 23   my daughter and my husband, who has a Ph.D. f rom 
 
 24   Michigan, but I do have an education, and I h ave some 
 
 25   self-respect.  These people didn't have any 
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 1 self-respect and didn't have any courtesy to us.   And 
 
 2   a lot are that way, but for us at least to rem ember 
 
 3   that we still have to deal with those missiles  right 
 
 4   down there at Kirtland, and we have to get ans wers 
 
 5   from our delegates, because I don't know what 
 
 6   Mr. Fleck knows about it, but probably he know s 
 
 7   something.  I don't know whether he's gotten a ny 
 
 8   answers, but if that's true, that's really sca ry. 
 
 9   Okay, thank you. 
 
 10             MR. MacALLISTER:  Joni, I believe y ou were 
 
 11   next.  Is there somebody who would like to sp eak 
 
 12   after Joni? 
 
 13             MS. JONI ARENDS:  My name is Joni A rends. 
 
 14   I'm with Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safet y.  So 
 
 15   my comments are addressed to Steve Fong, to R oger 
 
 16   Snyder, to John Tegtmeier, to Bruce MacAllist er. 
 
 17   How many groups got a little letter asking to  make 
 
 18   sure that these public hearings included prov isions 
 
 19   for people to be feeling comfortable?  We ask ed that 
 
 20   we be able to, I believe, speak from the podi um.  I 
 
 21   guess we were supposed to speak there.  That' s not 
 
 22   going to work for the three other hearings. 
 
 23             I kind of feel like we're playing t he same 
 
 24   game that we played with the White Rock scopi ng 
 
 25   meetings, that it was necessary to go in the other 
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 1   room in order to make public comments. 
 
 2             When we went down to Pojoaque, there  was 
 
 3   some accommodation made.  I want to contrast a gain 
 
 4   the difference between when DOE headquarters d oes a 
 
 5   public meeting, like the recent Greater than C lass C 
 
 6   Draft Environmental Impact Statement where we were 
 
 7   able to hear one another.  There was a facilit ator, 
 
 8   there was a court reporter.  It's a very diffe rent 
 
 9   situation when either the Albuquerque Site Off ice or 
 
 10   Los Alamos National Laboratories is in charge  of 
 
 11   holding these meetings. 
 
 12             Now, we spent time putting together  an 
 
 13   e-mail to you all about what we needed for th ese 
 
 14   meetings, and what we found tonight is, we fo und the 
 
 15   facilitator standing behind the speakers in a  very 
 
 16   intimidating way.  That's not going to work i n the 
 
 17   other three meetings, hopefully four.  Hopefu lly 
 
 18   Roger is going to consent to a hearing in Tao s 
 
 19   tonight. 
 
 20  I don't know why I need to spend my time 
 
 21   reprimanding the Department of Energy when we  thought 
 
 22   that we had an agreement about the structure of these 
 
 23   hearings.  I'm also very concerned about how we were 
 
 24   told originally that we would have five minut es each. 
 
 25   I felt a sigh of relief through the room, whe re 
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 1   people thought, oh, I'm going to be able to sa y 
 
 2   everything that I wanted to say.  And then we' re cut 
 
 3   down to three minutes. 
 
 4             So either you have to decide that we 're 
 
 5   having three minutes, or we're having five min utes. 
 
  6   I mean, Don already eloquently described all of this. 
 
 7   I didn't bring the memo with me or the request , 
 
 8   because I thought that this was all resolved.  After 
 
 9   30 years, like Bob has said, there comes a poi nt 
 
 10   where there's a level of respect, and I don't  feel 
 
 11   that tonight.  I don't feel it in this proces s where, 
 
 12   number one, our comments are being heard.  We  wrote 
 
 13   the e-mail in good faith in order to facilita te 
 
 14   public comment on this very serious matter.  So we 
 
 15   can try it again tomorrow night.  We'd like a  podium, 
 
 16   we'd like the opportunity for everybody to he ar one 
 
 17   another speak.  We'd like a presentation by t he 
 
 18   Department of Energy to explain this very com plicated 
 
 19   material.  Any other suggestions, Scott, Jane t?  Don? 
 
 20             You know, I don't want to get emoti onal, 
 
 21   but it makes me really, really sad, because I  don't 
 
 22   understand if we have an agreement with John,  who's 
 
 23   the document manager, or we have an agreement  with 
 
 24   Elizabeth, or with Steve or with Roger, why, when we 
 
 25   travel 60 miles to be at this meeting, there isn't 
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 1   that understanding that we're going to get wha t we 
 
 2   asked for when it was agreed upon. 
 
 3  So I probably said too much, but 
 
 4   Mr. MacAllister, it's really important that to morrow 
 
 5   night you don't stand behind speakers.  It's v ery 
 
 6   important that you calculate the amount of tim e.  As 
 
 7 Don said, 39 speakers.  You know, it's the same kind 
 
 8   of disrespect as was shown in the White Rock h earing, 
 
 9   or scoping meeting.  And then the adjustments that 
 
 10   were made at the Pojoaque scoping meeting, an d I hope 
 
 11   we don't have to fight about it tomorrow nigh t. 
 
 12   Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 13             MR. MacALLISTER:  Ma'am, you were n ext, and 
 
 14   there is there somebody else who would like t o speak? 
 
 15 Sir?  You'll be next. 
 
 16             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  I have a q uestion 
 
 17   to ask.  I really support what Joni's been sa ying.  I 
 
 18   have been part of these agreements, broken 
 
 19   agreements, I guess we could call them, and I 'm 
 
 20   wondering, are you planning to stay until 9:0 0, since 
 
 21   it was announced that these hearings would go  until 
 
 22   9:00?  I mean, you know, because the people t hat are 
 
 23   here are done speaking does not necessarily m ean that 
 
 24   someone might not come in later.  So you'll b e here 
 
 25   until 9:00?  Okay. 



l     
  
 
 
 
SANTA FE OFFICE                                                                                                                                                   MAIN OFFICE 
119 East Marcy, Suite 110  201 Third NW, Suite 1630 
Santa Fe, NM 87501  Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 989-4949                                                                                                                                                               (505) 843-9494 
FAX (505) 820-6349   FAX (505) 843-9492 
        1111----800800800800----669669669669----9492949294929492    
        e-mail: info@litsupport.com 

 
 83 
 
 
 
 1             And I want to reiterate what Bob has  said 
 
 2   about the 30 years of hearings, and to say tha t, you 
 
 3   know, one more nuclear project for New Mexico.   One 
 
 4   more.  And then one more.  And then one more.  And 
 
 5   then uranium mining.  Does that have to do wit h the 
 
 6   fact that we're one of the poorest states?  Do es it 
 
 7   have to do with the fact that we are a minorit y 
 
 8   majority state?  Does it have to do with the f act 
 
 9   that we've had corrupt leaders that don't repr esent 
 
 10   us?  Does it have to do with the passing of m oney and 
 
 11   making deals in back rooms?  Why are all thes e 
 
 12   nuclear projects coming here?  Most of the pe ople in 
 
 13   New Mexico don't want them.  Money and jobs.  Money 
 
 14   and jobs.  We're poor.  We're up against the wall. 
 
 15   We have to have the money and jobs.  You know ?  The 
 
 16   Department of Energy, Department of Energy, d ear 
 
 17   Department of Energy, we need new ideas.  We need the 
 
 18   rivers taken care of.  We need alternative en ergy. 
 
 19   We don't need more nuclear projects.  For us,  you 
 
 20   know, it's a matter of environmental racism, among 
 
 21   other things, that these projects keep coming  here. 
 
 22   That's all. 
 
 23             ERIC:  Hi.  My name is Eric.  In de fense of 
 
 24   Bruce getting behind people, I'm a master's i n 
 
 25   geology, and I've been to many conferences, a nd it's 
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 1   common for a moderator to get up when someone' s time 
 
 2   is getting close.  You shouldn't feel threaten ed by 
 
 3   it.  It's happened to my advisors.  Also my fr iends 
 
 4   have given talks.  The person stands up to let  them 
 
 5   know their time is up, and this happens at sci entific 
 
 6   conferences.  This is not the man trying to th reaten 
 
 7   you.  Even though you may feel that, I mean, i n his 
 
 8   defense, it does happen and it's not personal.  
 
 9             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Says you. 
 
 10             ERIC:  Yeah, says me, right.  I hav e a 
 
 11   right to say it.  Sorry.  I'm probably the on ly one 
 
 12   that -- I agree with many of your -- 
 
 13             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  This is no t a 
 
 14   geological conference we're talking about. 
 
  15             ERIC:  It's a common moderation te chnique 
 
 16   to let someone -- 
 
 17             MR. MacALLISTER:  The ground rules state 
 
 18   that the speaker has the floor and there's no t 
 
 19   argument from the -- 
 
 20             ERIC:  I'm sorry, but it even happe ns in 
 
 21   calm, fun environments. 
 
 22             MS. SUSAN RODRIGUEZ:  We're saying we don't 
 
 23   like it. 
 
 24             ERIC:  Well, that's just the way mo deration 
 
 25   is done. 
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 1             MS. SUSAN RODRIGUEZ:  We don't like it. 
 
 2             MR. MacALLISTER:  Excuse me, ma'am.  Again 
 
  3   I'm going by the ground rules.  Let the speak er 
 
 4   speak.  You'll have a chance to speak if you n eed. 
 
 5             ERIC:  In terms of the timing, it's 
 
 6   probably pretty easy to gauge how much time so meone 
 
  7   should have, but I think it's important, sir,  you 
 
 8   brought this issue up, and everyone understand s that 
 
 9   after everyone's done talking, people that mig ht not 
 
 10   have had something to say might be encouraged  to say 
 
 11   something based on what they have heard.  So I think 
 
 12   it is important to have some time after the a llotted 
 
 13   time has been taken for people to come up and  perhaps 
 
 14   say something that they were inspired to say while 
 
 15   hearing others.  And so I think there should be some 
 
 16   time afterwards.  Maybe, you know, they left too much 
 
 17   time tonight, but I do think there should be some 
 
 18   time for people that are inspired to say some thing. 
 
 19   (Applause.) 
 
 20             MR. MacALLISTER:  Is there another person 
 
 21   who would like to speak? 
 
 22             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  I just had  this 
 
 23   piece that I was interested in saying before,  and 
 
 24   when we were instructed about making our comm ents at 
 
 25   the beginning of the evening, we were told we  were 
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  1   supposed to engage in civil comments and beha viors, 
 
 2   civil manner, and represent high level of disc ourse. 
 
 3   Even that kind of -- that's a reprimand, as if  we 
 
 4   didn't know how to speak our sentences and abi de by 
 
 5   the general social rules.  It sounds as if we were 
 
 6   some kind of rabble, "You just never know what  
 
 7   they're going to do." 
 
 8             Further, the moderator was not simpl y 
 
 9   signaling times up.  He was standing behind yo u and 
 
 10   hovering in a way that, for people like me wh o don't 
 
 11   do much public speaking, is nerve-racking.  I  think 
 
 12   there are many ways to do moderation that are  
 
 13   congenial.  I have spoken before, I have not fallen 
 
 14   apart.  I find this setting, just my own pers onal 
 
 15   self, I find it -- not right now, but before -- very 
 
 16   difficult. 
 
 17             Anyway, this was the thing that I w anted to 
 
 18   add to the conversation, and that is sometime s we're 
 
 19   misled by phrases.  There was an article on t he 
 
 20   nuclear industry in The Reporter this last we ek, 
 
 21   nuclear industry in New Mexico, and a technic ian was 
 
 22   quoted as saying, quote, "The state's nuclear  future 
 
 23   is bright." 
 
 24             I think the language is very mislea ding, 
 
 25   because we have not seen much benefit to the 



l     
  
 
 
 
SANTA FE OFFICE                                                                                                                                                   MAIN OFFICE 
119 East Marcy, Suite 110  201 Third NW, Suite 1630 
Santa Fe, NM 87501  Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 989-4949                                                                                                                                                               (505) 843-9494 
FAX (505) 820-6349   FAX (505) 843-9492 
        1111----800800800800----669669669669----9492949294929492    
        e-mail: info@litsupport.com 

 
  87 
 
 
 
 1   communities of New Mexico from the federal fun ds that 
 
 2   have poured into the laboratory.  It's not the  
 
 3   state's future that's bright.  It's the nuclea r 
 
 4   industry's future that is bright, and it's sim ply a 
 
 5   different kettle of fish from the state.  The state 
 
 6   ought to be here for the benefit of the popula tion, 
 
 7   and still we are suffering in our schools and our 
 
 8   social systems.  I won't go into the list; eve rybody 
 
 9   else has done it.  But I'm sure the man who wa s 
 
 10   quoted in this article saying the state's nuc lear 
 
 11   future is bright -- I'm sure he was thinking that it 
 
 12   goes to everyone.  But, in fact, it's a very,  very 
 
 13   restricted benefit.  That's all I have to say .  Thank 
 
 14   you. 
 
 15             MR. MacALLISTER:  Is there anybody else who 
 
  16   would like to speak?  Sir. 
 
 17             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  In law, it 's 
 
 18   called violation of due process.  That's what  Don 
 
 19   Hancock was talking about.  It's also the arr ogance 
 
 20   of power.  You know, I went to the court hear ings on 
 
 21   the lack of an environmental impact statement .  The 
 
 22   environmental impact statement from 2003 and the 
 
 23   record of decision are dead and gone.  That f acility 
 
 24  cannot be built because of the seismic problem s. 
 
 25   Okay?  And you know, when it got right down t o the 
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 1   bottom line, Roger Snyder and his attorneys ar e 
 
 2   crying national security. 
 
 3             Now, I actually read some of these 
 
 4   documents that you people write and your 
 
 5   justification for not considering alternatives , and 
 
 6   when you dealt with the justification for not 
 
 7   building this facility at all, the justificati on was, 
 
 8   well, President Obama and Vice President Joe B iden 
 
 9   have said we got to have this. 
 
 10             Now, it's one thing to say that, an d I can 
 
 11   see Roger smiling back there.  But you know, it's 
 
 12   another thing when you have got Mr. Don Stosf ield 
 
 13   (phonetic) pimping, pimping the federal gover nment 
 
 14   for funds.  You know?  He goes to these confe rences 
 
 15   and these budget hearings, and everything.  H e says, 
 
 16   you know, jeez, you know -- he combines with the 
 
 17   other lab directors, and they get together an d they 
 
 18   say, you know, we've got to have this stuff f or 
 
 19   national security to protect ourselves, you k now. 
 
 20             It reminds me of a book I read year s ago in 
 
 21   anthropology, and I'm not sure who wrote it, you 
 
 22   know, but it's about cannibals.  And they wou ld go 
 
 23   and grab one guy and take him back and cook h im and 
 
 24   eat him, and then they'd get all paranoid, yo u know, 
 
 25   they'd be on the defensive, because they knew  that 
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 1   there was going to be some kind of revenge com ing 
 
 2   down the road. 
 
 3             And that's where this country is wit h 
 
 4   national defense, you know.  We're so paranoid  about 
 
 5   the rest of the world.  But more than that, it 's a 
 
 6   monster money-maker for your people, isn't it?  
 
 7   That's what it's about, is the money.  You hav e got 
 
 8   this project. 
 
 9             We've got -- this project's gone fro m 
 
 10   $350 million and then when you discovered sei smic 
 
 11   problems, it went to $6 million.  Now you're talking 
 
 12   about 12 years out into the future, to even f inish 
 
 13   this thing assuming, assuming you can overcom e the 
 
 14   seismic problems, and the engineering and des ign 
 
 15   problems that you are faced with, but that's another 
 
 16   12 years.  So, let's figure, what was the per centage 
 
 17   rate of cost escalation from 350 million to 
 
 18   $6 billion over -- let's see, from the time p eriod of 
 
 19   2003 to 2011, that's eight years.  I don't kn ow, I 
 
 20   don't have a calculator in my head. 
 
 21             But if you are going to continue th at kind 
 
 22   of escalation of costs, what are we looking a t, 
 
 23   $20 billion, you know, and then you make thes e silly 
 
 24   remarks in your Supplemental EIS about, well,  gee, 
 
 25   the old CMR, won't work, but we're going to h old it 
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 1   in reserve just in case that we run into finan cial 
 
 2   problems, 
 
  3             Well, which is it?  You going to sh ut down 
 
 4   the CMR or not, you know. 
 
 5             Now, let's talk a little about the 
 
 6   arrogance of power, again, when it comes to 
 
 7   scientific investigation.  You were supposed t o 
 
 8   discover what the deep seismic status beneath TA55 
 
 9   was.  You were supposed to build at least thre e deep 
 
 10   boreholes.  You built one to 741 feet.  I rea d the 
 
 11   Klinefelter (phonetics) report, and I read an other 
 
 12   report that that was based on.  And, frankly,  your 
 
 13   supplemental EIS is an advertisement for such  gross 
 
 14   deficiencies in your understanding of the sei smic 
 
 15   situation up there, that this EIS ought to be  a red 
 
 16   light to you, that we can't build this.  This  isn't 
 
 17   even worth considering this site as a locatio n for 
 
 18   storing 13,200 pounds of plutonium, which is one of 
 
 19 the most explosive and dangerous substances on the 
 
 20   face of the planet. 
 
 21             You know, what are you thinking?  Y ou know, 
 
 22   is your mortgage so important to you that you  are 
 
 23   willing to risk everything in the state on yo ur 
 
 24   ignorance, your arrogance, your obstinacy? 
 
 25             You know, there were people in Fuku shima, 
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 1   they're elderly now.  They're in their 80s, an d they 
 
 2   said don't build, don't build this nuclear rea ctor 
 
 3   here.  This is a dangerous site.  We can have 
 
 4   tsunamis here, you know. 
 
 5             Now, you've got the public here, and  
 
 6   they're saying, don't build this thing here.  This is 
 
 7   a dangerous site, you know.  But you're not go ing to 
 
 8   listen to them.  It's because of the arrogance  of 
 
 9   power.  Once you start making that kind of mon ey you 
 
 10   feel like you can do anything.  And you've go t your 
 
 11   Joe Biden and the president on your side.  So  you've 
 
 12   got unlimited resources. 
 
 13             You know, that courtroom hearing th at you 
 
 14   were out there, Roger, doesn't it -- there's a big 
 
 15   seal behind the judge, and it says, United St ates 
 
 16   District Court.  It doesn't say, people's cou rt of 
 
 17   the United States.  And that's what the publi c is up 
 
 18   against.  You know, the courts assume and giv e great 
 
 19   deference to the so-called experts of the gov ernment. 
 
 20   They're supposed to know. 
 
 21             So if the public walks in with an e xpert 
 
 22   and says, you know, that's wrong, the judge j ust 
 
 23   waves them aside. 
 
 24             Now you guys know in the federal go vernment 
 
 25   that you've got that going for you.  You know , you've 
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 1   got money, you've got power, you've got the co urt 
 
 2   system on your side.  So you can go ahead with  the 
 
 3   most insane, stupid, idiotic location for buil ding a 
 
 4   factory.  You ought to be ashamed of yourselve s, you 
 
 5   ought to be ashamed of yourselves.  (Applause. ) 
 
 6             But more than that, you ought to 
 
 7   reconsider, you should just reconsider. 
 
 8             What Anastasio needs to do, and Mr. Snyder, 
 
 9   and the rest of you guys, that have all the po wer, is 
 
 10   you need to go back and tell the president, 
 
 11   Mr. President, you know what?  It's too dange rous to 
 
 12   build this stuff here.  You need to have a mo ment of 
 
 13   honesty.  When you really state the truth, an d you 
 
 14   start thinking about something, other than yo ur 
 
 15   mortgage, you start thinking about the safety  of the 
 
 16   public, the safety of the American public, an d you 
 
 17   start giving the President and Mr. Biden some  real 
 
 18   information, this site is too dangerous, folk s, you 
 
 19   know.  Stop pimping the President, stop pimpi ng the 
 
 20   vice president for funds.  (Applause.) 
 
 21             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  I just hav e 
 
 22   something very brief to say. 
 
 23             MR. MacALLISTER:  Ma'am, in the blu e, come 
 
 24   forward. 
 
 25             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And that is at the 
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 1   last hearing that we had, we had -- there was a 
 
 2   professional facilitator, and he had a podium about 
 
 3   right there.  And so the speaker -- though he was far 
 
 4   away from the speaker, the speaker could see h im, and 
 
 5   he could say, well, you know, two minutes, thr ee 
 
 6   minutes, one minute, and, you know, and the sp eaker 
 
 7   and the facilitator could speak to each other at 
 
 8   distance so that the speaker wasn't intimidate d.  I 
 
 9   just wanted to suggest that. 
 
 10             MR. MacALLISTER:  Ma'am? 
 
 11             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I just have a 
 
 12   question to ask.  I understood Don Hancock to  say 
 
 13   that because the agreement, according to the rules 
 
 14   for holding this meeting, had not been met pr operly, 
 
 15   that 15 days has to be -- it has to be announ ced 15 
 
 16   days ahead of the meeting.  And he said, if I 'm 
 
 17   remembering correctly, that because of this, that you 
 
 18   need to go back and start from scratch, on th is whole 
 
 19   issue, and go back to the regulations, follow  the 
 
 20   regulations, and erase everything that went o n that 
 
 21   was not according to those regulations, and s tart 
 
 22   from scratch with a whole new EIS, that you c an't 
 
 23   start with what -- you can't carry on this co ntinuing 
 
 24   process when what you have to do is start fro m 
 
 25   scratch. 
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 1             So, are you going to go back and do a 
 
 2   different -- start with a new EIS and look at the 
 
 3   rules and abide by them, give 15 days' announc ement 
 
 4   for the meeting, that's a public meeting, that  will 
 
 5   be held, and start again with the beginning wi th the 
 
 6   EIS? 
 
 7             If Don is still around, if I left so mething 
 
 8   out or if I misunderstood what he said, I woul d like 
 
  9   to have that corrected, and get an answer fro m you. 
 
 10             MR. MacALLISTER:  From me? 
 
 11             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
 12             MR. MacALLISTER:  I'm sorry, ma'am,  but my 
 
 13   role is simply as a facilitator to see that e verybody 
 
 14   makes -- has a chance to make comments. 
 
 15             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Oh, well, if  you 
 
 16   could -- 
 
 17             MR. MacALLISTER:  I can't speak on behalf 
 
 18   of the Department, but... 
 
 19             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay.  Well,  who 
 
 20   here can speak on behalf of the department? 
 
 21             MR. MacALLISTER:  I'm not sure that  this is 
 
 22   going to be the venue where that can happen. 
 
 23   (Laughter from audience.)  This is comments - - this 
 
 24   is designed to receive comments, not to discu ss the 
 
 25   procedures. 
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 1             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So you can't discuss 
 
 2   the procedures.  (Laughing.)  Well, I still wa nt to 
 
 3   know what we have to do here, if we have to st art all 
 
 4   over because you didn't give 15 days' notice, and 
 
 5   because the rest of the regulations were not c arried 
 
 6   out that were part of the original agreement. 
 
 7             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  I can answer th e 
 
 8   question for you to some extent. 
 
 9             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay. 
 
 10             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  We did publish  in the 
 
 11   Albuquerque Journal in advance of 15 days not ice. 
 
 12             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Can you sp eak up? 
 
 13             We can't hear. 
 
 14             (Speakers from the floor were talki ng at 
 
 15   the same time and could not be reported.) 
 
 16             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Keep in mi nd the 
 
  17   transcript. 
 
 18             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  Number one, I will 
 
 19   look at the notice and I did -- we did publis h notice 
 
 20   of this meeting in the Albuquerque Journal No rth on 
 
 21   Sunday, more than 15 days in advance of this meeting. 
 
 22   So that -- 
 
 23             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It was Sunda y? 
 
 24             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  It was Sunday.  
 
 25             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  At Albuque rque 
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 1   Journal North? 
 
 2             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  At North. 
 
 3             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  North? 
 
 4             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  And also in oth er 
 
 5   papers.  So we issued the information -- we po sted 
 
 6   the information on our NNSA Website well in ad vance 
 
 7   of 15 days, including the decision to add this  
 
 8   meeting, but I will go back and assure that, a nd look 
 
 9   up when that notice was made, and I do accept the 
 
 10   comment, and I will follow up on that. 
 
 11             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't thin k we get 
 
 12   the Albuquerque Journal North in Albuquerque,  I 
 
 13   think -- at least, I don't get it. 
 
 14             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  I will look in to it, 
 
 15   yeah, but that's my recollection. 
 
 16             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  I don't th ink that 
 
 17   was the -- 
 
 18             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  Comments, so - - 
 
 19             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  But that's n ot 
 
 20   adequate anyway, the Albuquerque Journal is n ot an 
 
 21   adequate notice. 
 
  22             MR. JOHN TEGTMEIER:  I will look i nto it. 
 
 23             MR. MacALLISTER:  Comment's noted o n the 
 
 24   record, so... 
 
 25             Are there other folks that would li ke to 
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 1   make -- yes, sir, would you like to make a com ment? 
 
 2             THE REPORTER:  Could you get names?  You're 
 
 3   not getting names. 
 
 4             MR. MacALLISTER: I'm sorry? 
 
 5             THE REPORTER:  You're not getting th e 
 
 6   names. 
 
 7             MR. MacALLISTER:  And I'm being aske d if 
 
 8   people are willing, to please provide their na me 
 
 9   again for each comment so that our court repor ter can 
 
 10   get that down for the record.  But if you are  -- 
 
 11             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You want my name? 
 
 12   My name is (inaudible). 
 
 13             MR. MacALLISTER:  And that was Floy  Barrett 
 
 14   speaking. 
 
 15             MS. GREENWALD:  And I'm Janet Green wald.  I 
 
 16   did say my name. 
 
 17             MR. MacALLISTER:  I'm sorry. 
 
 18             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay. I just  have a 
 
 19   few additional comments to make, because ther e were a 
 
 20   lot of them, second-round comments that were very 
 
 21   good, I thought. 
 
 22             To me, this project looks like it's  a make 
 
  23   work project for the nuclear industry.  It's  
 
 24   something that if we're really going to be wo rking 
 
 25   for peace, why are we working for war?  You k now, it 
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 1   just seems incongruous to me.  And I think som e of 
 
 2   the -- I'm guessing at this, so it may not be totally 
 
 3   valid.  But my assumption is that some of the higher 
 
 4   priced people that will be working on this pro ject, 
 
 5   after the project is over with, will be able t o run 
 
 6   home and not worry about any pollution that mi ght 
 
 7   occur after the project ends, if any.  Let's h ope 
 
 8   not, okay? 
 
 9  But the record of sites that have nuclear 
 
 10   projects going on at them around this country  has not 
 
 11   in the past been very good.  So I'm just -- y ou know, 
 
 12   my lack of confidence, I guess, is showing he re. 
 
 13             Another thing that was brought up, not in 
 
 14   this particular terminology, was the idea of mutual 
 
 15   assured destruction.  It seems like maybe we' re 
 
 16   headed in that direction, if we continue with  
 
 17   projects like this, where all we're doing, si nce we 
 
 18   hope never to use the products that we are bu ilding, 
 
 19   at this high price tag that we're going to be  
 
 20   building them at, if it happens, and I hope i t 
 
 21   doesn't, but we are working toward war again.   We 
 
 22   talk about peace, but it seems like the whole  idea of 
 
 23   this project seems to be flying in the face o f what 
 
 24   we talk about on the surface, our President t alks 
 
 25   about peace -- or at least in other countries , maybe 
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 1   not here, I don't know. 
 
 2             But I know, mutual assured destructi on has 
 
 3   been normally referred to as mutual assured 
 
 4   destruction about -- in the past cold war era of the 
 
 5   Soviet Union had an old name, firing its missi les at 
 
 6   us, and us firing our missiles at them, and 
 
 7   essentially doing in the entire world. 
 
 8             Well, there's another way for mutual  
 
 9   assured destruction to occur, and that is, by 
 
 10   polluting the world.  Fukushima served -- I f orgot 
 
  11   the entire full name.  But the Fukushima pro blem in 
 
 12   Japan that just occurred recently is a good e xample 
 
 13   of there's releases going into the air.  I do n't know 
 
 14   how well we are monitoring our conditions, th e 
 
 15   changes here in the U.S., and in other parts of the 
 
 16   world, but I would imagine, readings have gon e up 
 
 17   since Fukushima's problem had occurred.  Appa rently, 
 
 18   it's right now in meltdown, from what I under stand. 
 
 19   But, anyway, even if it isn't -- 
 
 20             We've also had releases that have g one into 
 
 21   the ocean.  Who knows how long or how intense  those 
 
 22   affects might be in the future? 
 
 23  And we are at a state now with nuclear or 
 
 24   nuclear industry, that any accident that happ ens, 
 
 25   does not just affect the place where the acci dent 
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 1   happens.  It has the potential for affecting t he 
 
 2   entire planet.  Forget about just the U.S., or  
 
 3   wherever an accident might happen.  The result s of 
 
 4   accidents by the nuclear industry can affect u s all 
 
 5   around the entire world.  And I don't think we  should 
 
 6   accept it. 
 
 7             I'd love to see the nonnuclear natio ns get 
 
 8   together and say, look, we object to you guys having 
 
 9   these nuclear power plants, which is a peacefu l use 
 
 10   of nuclear energy, because if another Fukushi ma type 
 
 11   accident happens, who knows as nuclear plants  -- 
 
 12   excuse me, as nuclear power plants continue t o be 
 
 13   developed and produced, they may get bigger, so that 
 
 14   the potential is not only for Fukushima, but it could 
 
 15   be, maybe ten, a hundred thousand times the F ukushima 
 
 16   problem happening. 
 
 17             And, so I think we need to be real careful 
 
 18   about how we allow our nuclear industry to op erate, 
 
 19   and I think that's part of the reason we're 
 
 20   questioning the DOE and other groups involved  with 
 
 21   the nuclear industry.  It's just essentially mutual 
 
 22   assured destruction in another form, in my mi nd.  I 
 
 23   mean, missiles are a very bad thing, and I ho pe we 
 
 24   never have mutual assured destruction, called  MAD. 
 
 25  It's a very good acronym to remember, it shows  how 
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 1   mad some of the ideas we have in this world ar e. 
 
 2             We could be using this money for inc reasing 
 
 3   alternative energy in this country, we could b e using 
 
 4   it for many, many other things; education, 
 
 5   healthcare, lots of other things.  These proje cts are 
 
 6   really mad. 
 
 7             I just want to end with a paraphrase , since 
 
 8   I don't remember the exact quote, but it was s aid by 
 
 9   one person who I think I'm attributing it to - - I 
 
 10   will attribute to them, but you can't work on  peace 
 
 11 and war at the same time.  And it's an old quot e -- 
 
 12   well, an old paraphrase, since I don't think I have 
 
 13   the words down here exactly.  But you really can't 
 
 14   work on war and peace at the same time.  And that was 
 
 15   a very wise -- well, I will say smart, maybe not 
 
 16   wise.  I think it was wise also, probably, bu t that 
 
 17   was, I believe, attributed to Albert Einstein , who 
 
 18   had thought a lot about things like this, and , you 
 
 19   know, I think we need to end the madness. 
 
 20   (Applause.) 
 
 21             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you, sir. 
 
 22             Is there anybody who hasn't made a second 
 
 23   comment that would like to comment?  Sir?  Wo uld you 
 
 24   like to state your name? 
 
 25             MR. SCOTT WATSON:  Yeah, my name is  Scott 
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 1   Watson.  I would like to thank John for taking  his 
 
 2   time to do this. 
 
 3             Wow, it's a very emotional issue, I think 
 
 4   for a lot of people, and I'm always impressed by 
 
 5   these public comments, sort of both sides of t he 
 
  6   issue. 
 
 7             I guess I will stand in support of t he CMRR 
 
 8   project.  Having been a 45-year resident of 
 
 9   Los Alamos, I'm well aware of potential for ha zard to 
 
 10   my house and my livelihood and my well-being,  my 
 
 11   family, my friends, my relatives, my children . 
 
 12             The issues are serious, obviously, in the 
 
 13   sense that they take careful consideration, a nd 
 
 14   differing views will be presented here today.  
 
 15             I want to emphasize that my positio n is 
 
 16   based on the professionalism, the expertise, the 
 
 17   care, general respect for professionals like John and 
 
 18   others who deal with this work, who also have  family, 
 
 19   children, et cetera, in close proximity to th ese 
 
 20   facilities. 
 
 21             I also lived near Rocky Flats.  I s pent two 
 
 22   tours in Iraq.  I was on the BP oil spill eff ort. 
 
  23   I've seen what real disasters are, and I've seen what 
 
 24   Los Alamos is.  And it is not a disaster site .  It is 
 
 25   not an accident waiting to happen, or any of the 



l     
  
 
 
 
SANTA FE OFFICE                                                                                                                                                   MAIN OFFICE 
119 East Marcy, Suite 110  201 Third NW, Suite 1630 
Santa Fe, NM 87501  Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 989-4949                                                                                                                                                               (505) 843-9494 
FAX (505) 820-6349   FAX (505) 843-9492 
        1111----800800800800----669669669669----9492949294929492    
        e-mail: info@litsupport.com 

 
  103 
 
 
 
 1   things that's been characterized here. 
 
 2             So, I just want to leave those comme nts for 
 
 3   those that are interested, perhaps a different  
 
 4   perspective.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
 5             My name is Scott Watson. 
 
 6             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Do you work  at the 
 
 7   Labs? 
 
 8             MR. SCOTT WATSON:  Yes, sir. 
 
 9             MR. MacALLISTER:  Is there anybody e lse who 
 
 10   hasn't already spoken or already made a secon d 
 
 11   comment, who would like to comment?  If not, we have 
 
 12   time for other comments, and I believe, Mr. H ancock, 
 
 13   you had your hand up next. 
 
 14 MR. DON HANCOCK:  Just an image that I 
 
 15   would like to leave people to think about, an d I'd 
 
 16   like the Department of Energy to include it i n its 
 
 17   further discussions.  We've talked about numb ers.  I 
 
  18   would hope that most, if not everybody in th is room 
 
 19   has been at the state capitol building in San ta Fe. 
 
 20   The size of the nuclear facility, as being pr oposed 
 
 21   in this document, is 50 percent larger than t he state 
 
 22   capitol. 
 
 23             So, one can cause a lot of images i n terms 
 
 24   of the importance of a shiny new bomb plant v ersus 
 
 25   the importance of the state government, and s tate 
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 1   capitol.  But think about whether -- and this is a 
 
 2   new building.  It doesn't talk about the size of the 
 
 3   existing facilities of Los Alamos.  This is ju st the 
 
 4   new building.  What kind of statement that mak es in 
 
 5   terms of what's important in the state of New Mexico 
 
 6   in terms of size and functions of buildings, 
 
 7   actual -- the state capitol and proposed nucle ar 
 
 8   facility. 
 
 9             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you, sir.  Y ou are 
 
 10   next.  If there's nobody who plans to speak a fter our 
 
 11   next speaker, so I can cue you up, sir.  You are 
 
 12   next.  Ma'am, you're on cue now, and I'm just  cuing 
 
 13   up the next person. 
 
 14             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Well, I was thinking 
 
 15   as I heard this talk, and I was thinking abou t the 
 
 16   magma.  I don't think we've ever measured the  exact 
 
 17   temperature of the magma at its depth.  In ot her 
 
 18   words, we've never been to the center of the Earth. 
 
 19   And who was it who wrote, Journey to the Cent er of 
 
 20   the Earth?  One of our authors.  And, you kno w, maybe 
 
 21   if we dig deep enough, we can measure it.  An d, you 
 
 22   know, I look -- I look at everything in a pos itive 
 
 23   way.  I try to make jelly out of berries, you  know 
 
 24   what I mean, make it a good thing.  And I jus t can't 
 
 25   really find -- because everything about the W IPP site 
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 1   has been so negative. 
 
 2             When I started with Carlsbad, I trie d to 
 
 3   save the animals in Carlsbad.  The bats -- Phi l 
 
 4   Ganyon (phonetics) has given up on the bats at  
 
 5   Carlsbad Caverns because some of the streams t hat are 
 
 6   supposed to be underneath the WIPP site have b een 
 
 7   contaminated. 
 
 8             I'm sorry, but there is proof that s ome of 
 
 9   the nuclear energy from the WIPP site is going  into 
 
 10   Carlsbad Caverns.  And I don't like to hear t hings 
 
 11   like that.  You know, what are we going to do ?  How 
 
 12   are we going to make this positive?  I can't see 
 
 13   anything that can make this a positive thing.   Why 
 
 14   not just take -- dig a deeper hole than we ev er had 
 
 15   before, or is it to try to make the biggest b omb? 
 
 16   What is the purpose of it?  What exactly are we 
 
 17   really trying to do?  And, you know, Russia h as a 
 
 18   bomb, so we build a bomb.  And the Germans ha d the 
 
 19   first bombs, and, you know -- I mean, this go es on 
 
 20   and on and on.  Why are we competing with our  fellow 
 
 21   human beings to make the biggest bomb?  That is what 
 
 22   I can't see. 
 
  23             And, I'm sorry, but I'm tired of t alking to 
 
 24   the preacher.  The preacher knows this.  We a ll know 
 
 25   this. 
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 1             My point is, how do we spread that 
 
 2   information?  How do we make it into something  that 
 
 3   we can really prevent?  Because, you know, we can go 
 
 4   on in the meeting here, and talking about it, and 
 
 5   I've been to these meetings before, and they'v e never 
 
 6   done any good.  So why do we have them?  Why d o we 
 
 7   have a U.S. Senate?  Why do we have a governme nt?  If 
 
 8   we can't -- if people can't listen to our conc erns 
 
 9 and prevent certain things that should not happe n in 
 
 10   the first place?  Why don't we talk about pea ce?  Why 
 
 11   don't we make the biggest peace movement in t he 
 
 12   country?  Now that would be something.  And t hen 
 
  13   spread it to Mexico, and spread it up to the  
 
 14   Norwegians.  They are pretty good at peace.  And make 
 
 15   it grow.  I mean, people tried that years ago , but it 
 
 16   didn't work.  But the bomb worked.  And it's money, 
 
 17   it's money, and how to get it, and how to kee p it. 
 
 18   And I'm so against that.  I'm sorry, I someti mes get 
 
 19   kind of emotional. 
 
 20             MR. MacALLISTER:  Sir, you are the next one 
 
 21  to speak. 
 
 22             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  You have t o give 
 
 23   her your name. 
 
 24             Oh. 
 
 25             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I would just  like, 
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 1   to -- 
 
 2             MR. MacALLISTER:  Mention your name if -- 
 
 3             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't reall y want 
 
 4   to. 
 
 5             MR. MacALLISTER:  Okay. 
 
  6             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The gentlema n back 
 
 7   there that works at Los Alamos, Scott, I want to -- I 
 
 8   think it's good that you got up here and spoke .  I 
 
 9   think it's -- it kind of -- it gives us an abi lity to 
 
 10   speak to the people that work for the DOE.  A nd I'm 
 
 11   sure that you're a nice guy, you know, I'm su re that 
 
 12   if I was driving around Los Alamos, you proba bly 
 
 13   wouldn't cut me off in traffic, you know.  Bu t, I 
 
 14   happen to know some of the engineers that do sampling 
 
 15   in Cochiti Lake.  And there is plutonium 
 
 16   contamination in the sediments in Cochiti Lak e.  And 
 
 17   I live down the stream from Cochiti.  I live in the 
 
 18   South Valley, and we irrigate our water.  We have a 
 
 19   well.  And so that water comes from the Rio G rande. 
 
 20             So we're downstream from the pollut ion that 
 
 21   the people that work at the Department of Ene rgy 
 
 22   create. 
 
 23             I mean, it's been shown that there are 
 
 24   radioactive materials in the Rio Grande River . 
 
 25             So, I don't understand, you know, h ow, if 
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 1   you won't cut me off in traffic, it's okay for  you to 
 
 2   make a living polluting our water and our air.  
 
 3             You know, we're real nice to each ot her on 
 
 4   some surface level, but at -- and the bottom l ine is, 
 
 5   we don't really give a (expletive deleted) abo ut each 
 
 6   other, you know, we're going to do whatever we  can to 
 
 7   make money, and buy nice cars, and have nice h ouses, 
 
 8   and just live the life of luxury.  You don't c are who 
 
 9   it hurts.  What you do for a living hurts me.  And I 
 
 10   don't like that.  (Applause.) 
 
 11             MR. SCOTT WATSON:  If I may rebut t he 
 
 12   comments made about what I do for a living. 
 
 13             MR. MacALLISTER:  Would you like to  come to 
 
 14   the -- 
 
 15             SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR:  Isn't this  a 
 
 16   conflict of interest? 
 
 17             MR. SCOTT WATSON:  I have heard a l ot of 
 
 18   discussion this evening about mutual respect or at 
 
 19   least respect.  With all due respect to you, sir, you 
 
 20   have no idea what I do for a living.  Okay?  You have 
 
 21   no idea what motivates me.  You have no idea what 
 
 22   motivates my neighbors.  You have no idea wha t 
 
 23   motivates my father.  You have no idea.  And for you 
 
 24   to make such a comment is pretty far out ther e. 
 
 25   That's really what I have to say about it. 
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 1             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you, sir. 
 
 2             Are there any further comments relev ant to 
 
 3   the meeting topic on the environmental impact 
 
 4   statement? 
 
 5             Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you very mu ch for 
 
 6   your participation.  We will be available unti l 9:00 
 
  7   if there were other comments.  I appreciate y our 
 
 8   courtesy and your civility.  Thank you. 
 
 9             (There were no more speakers until c lose to 
 
 10   9:00.) 
 
 11             MR. MacALLISTER:  May I have your 
 
 12   attention, please?  We have Leona Morgan, who  would 
 
 13   like to make a comment. 
 
 14             MS. LEONA MORGAN:  Hi.  Thank you f or your 
 
 15   time and for hearing me at the very last minu te of 
 
  16   the hearing tonight.  My name is Leona Morga n.  I'm 
 
 17   Dineh, from the Navajo Nation, and the majori ty of my 
 
 18   family are in the Crownpoint area. 
 
 19             Crownpoint, New Mexico, is one of t he 
 
 20  communities in eastern Navajo which has been p lagued 
 
 21   with a lot of contamination from the uranium mining 
 
 22   that had gone on during the mid 20th century which 
 
 23   contributed to the World War II manufacturing  of all 
 
 24   those weapons of mass instruction. 
 
 25             Right now one of the issues we're r eally 
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 1   concerned about is not only the building of a new 
 
 2   plutonium pit factory and using a lot of money  from 
 
 3   the United States Government to continue these  acts 
 
 4   of war.  We're also worried about the push for  
 
 5   nuclear power because that uranium that suppli es the 
 
 6   nuclear power plants comes from our area, and a lot 
 
 7   of the Navajo communities who have been workin g 
 
 8   against new uranium mining are also dealing wi th a 
 
 9   lot of contamination from past mining. And the re's 
 
 10   one site in Church Rock which is a Superfund site, 
 
 11   and as I understand, the estimated costs for cleaning 
 
 12   up just one area goes into the hundreds -- yo u know, 
 
 13   over $100 million for one little area.  And t hat's 
 
 14   not to count all of the abandoned uranium min es all 
 
 15   over Navajo Nation in New Mexico and in Arizo na.  So 
 
 16   the cost to clean up these contaminated areas  is 
 
 17   overwhelming. 
 
 18             So I have to just say that I as an 
 
 19   individual am against this new LANL building which 
 
 20   would also cause a lot more contamination.  A nd if 
 
 21   the United States is going to spend billions of 
 
 22   dollars, why don't they look at spending it o n 
 
 23   something which would help out our communitie s by 
 
 24   cleaning up the mess that was left from the l ast 
 
 25   century, so our generation, myself and the pe ople who 
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 1   have not even been born yet -- we're going to inherit 
 
 2   this problem that was created by people we've never 
 
 3   even met who will not be alive to deal with th e 
 
 4   radiation that we're going to have to live wit h.  And 
 
 5   we know that you can't clean up radiation, onc e the 
 
 6   water is contaminated, once the earth is 
 
 7   contaminated, the animals, our food sources, t he 
 
 8   plants, everything is going to cost not only t he 
 
 9   lives and the ecological systems, you know.  I t's 
 
 10   going to cause them all to be affected, but i t's also 
 
 11   going to cost human life, a lot of human live s.  And 
 
 12   when we're talking about cost of a human life  you 
 
 13   can't really put a price on that. 
 
 14             So being indigenous, like I said, I 'm 
 
 15   Navajo, I'm Dineh, and I'm sorry, I should ha ve 
 
 16   introduced myself.  (In Navajo.)  And so spea king 
 
 17   from the indigenous perspective, when we lose  human 
 
 18   life, we also lose our cultural ways, and so whenever 
 
 19   we talk about contaminating the earth more, I 'm from 
 
 20   Navajo and I'm dealing, you know, with the ur anium 
 
 21   mining.  But I know tomorrow night you guys w ill be 
 
 22   in Los Alamos and you'll probably hear from s everal 
 
 23   of the pueblos and those constituents. 
 
 24             So I just want to leave you with a story 
 
 25   that I heard last summer from some of the nat ive 
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 1   people that live around the Los Alamos Nationa l Labs. 
 
 2   They, as a sovereign nation, have gone into an  
 
 3   agreement with the United States back when thi s area 
 
 4   was first being constructed that is it their 
 
 5   patriotic duty to allow the U.S. Government to  come 
 
 6   in and use their land and their resources to b uild 
 
 7   this plant to "win the war." 
 
 8             So I understand the agreement was th at 
 
 9   after the war was won, that the U.S. Governmen t would 
 
 10   then leave.  And so there are plenty of peopl e out 
 
 11   there who are waiting for this to happen, and  so this 
 
 12   agreement has not been forgotten.  And so I k now a 
 
 13   lot of the people who you will speak with tom orrow 
 
 14   are going to speak to this.  And that is, lik e the 
 
 15   uranium mining, an example of environmental r acism. 
 
 16   So I would just like you all to know that the se 
 
 17   issues need to be consulted with on a 
 
 18   government-to-government basis and so I think  that's 
 
 19   one thing that needs to be done.  It's not on ly to 
 
 20   have public hearings in Albuquerque like this , but I 
 
 21   think you also need to have public hearings i n each 
 
 22   of the pueblos and all of the native communit ies 
 
 23   downwind from this project. 
 
 24             And that's all I would like to say,  so 
 
 25   thank you.  Thank you for your time. 
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 1             MR. MacALLISTER:  Thank you very muc h. 
 
 2   Again, we will be available until 9:00 to take  any 
 
 3   statements that people want to make. 
 
 4             (The hearing adjourned at 9:02 p.m.)  
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